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Army and Air Guard
join Historical Disaster
Relief Efforts
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Soldiers wait at the Albany International Airport Sept. 5 to load a Humvee on a 105" Airlift Wing C-5 Galaxy
destined for Hurricane Katrinarelief operations. The flight was part of the New York National Guard's joint forces
disaster relief efforts in Louisiana and Mississippi this fall. Photo by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith.
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GuAarD NOTES
New York Military Kids Website is Up

TheY outh Programwebsite, www.proudnymilitarykids.org,isnow upandrunning,
Shelly Aiken, Y outh Program coordinator, said. “We are still looking for ideas to
make this web site better,” Aiken said. “The web site is awork in progress and
whatever ideasreadershavelet usknow and wewill beglad to add themtothesite.”

The New York National Guard Y outh Program is additionally looking to form a
youth council. The council would cometogether to speak on behalf of theyouth and
theentireNational Guard Y outh Program. Aiken said their missionisto haveteen/
peer educators who are here to help and incorporate youth into all National Guard
activities. The council will be comprised of 10 members of equal status regardless
of military or nonmilitary affiliation. Thecouncil isanon-governingboardandwill
conduct business by discussion and consensus.

Contact Shelly Aiken, NYNG Youth Program at 914-788-7405 or email
Shelly.m.aiken@ny.ngb.army.mil.

Wellness Support Program Announced

The Department of Defense announced today the recent implementation of apost
deployment health reassessment program that reaches out to servicemembersthree
tosix monthsafter returning from deployment.

Thenew commanders' program complementshealth assessmentscurrently being
conductedfor servicemembersbefore, andimmediately uponreturn, fromdeployment.

“Our number one priority isthe health and wellness of our servicemembers,” Dr.
William Winkenwerder, Jr., assistant secretary of defense for health affairs, said.

Winkenwerder’ sdepartment reali zesdepl oyments, especially to combat operations,
may result in health or adjustment difficulties for some servicemembers. Many of
these conditions and concernstake several monthsto become apparent following a
servicemember’ sreturnhome.

“As part of DoD’s comprehensive medical readiness efforts, this new program
hel psensureservicemembersareattunedtotheir healthand haveaccesstothehealth
care and community-based servicesthey need to serve strong and livelong healthy
lives,” Winkenwerder said.

The new assessment program will provide additional health education to
servicemembers on deployment-rel ated health problems and treatment resources.

“Commanders will use this tool to offer servicemembers and their families any
additional support they may need,” Ellen P. Embrey, deputy assistant secretary of
defense for force health protection and readiness, said.

For more information about post deployment health reassessment visit https./
fhp.osd.mil/pdhrainfo.

EANYNG Urges 'zero DWIs' this Holiday

The Enlisted Association of the New Y ork National Guard reminds all Soldiers,
Airmen, Militiaand New Y ork Guard memberstofindaride, don’tdrink anddrive,
thisHoliday season and throughout the New Y ear. Look out for friends, family and
fellow Guard members. Volunteer tobethedesignated driver. Remember, don’ t ever
drink anddriveor ridewithanyoneel sethat hasbeendrinking alcohol. Every injury
and death caused by adrunkendriver istotally preventable. Itsal | about your enlisted
core values!

Happy Holidaysfromthe EANY NG.

Language Courses Available

The Army recently announced a $4.2 million dollar contract with a language
technol ogiescompany to provideforeign-languagetraining, at no cost toactive Army
Nationa Guard, Reservistsand Department of the Army civilian personnel worldwide
through Army e-Learning: www.dls.army.mil.

The contracted company will provide the Army 26 state-of-the-art language
coursesthrough Army e-L earning, including Arabic, Chinese, Danish, Dutch, French,
Farsi, German, Greek, Hebrew, Hindi, Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, Korean,
Pashto, Polish, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, Swahili, Swedish, Thai, Turkish,
Vietnamese and Welsh. These web-based training courses teach reading, writing,
speaking and listening with immersion and completely without transl ation.

The Adjutant

General

New York State, Nation
honor General Maguire
Inretirement ceremony

By Lt. Col. Robert E. Bullock
NYANG Public Affairs Officer

STEWART AIRNATIONAL GUARD
BASE, Newburgh — Morethan 1,000
members of the New Y ork military forces,
adjutantsgeneral from neighboring states,
distinguished guests, and family and
friends gathered here, Nov. 5, to bid
farewell to retired Adjutant General of
the State of New Y ork Mgj. Gen. Thomas
P. Maguire, Jr., as he brought to aclose a
distinguished military career.

During theceremony, General Maguire
was lauded for his extraordinary
achievement during one of the most
challenging periods for the state military
forces during the past 100 years.
Throughout histenure, New York’s
forces, both Air and Army, served on the
front linesin conflictsin the Balkans and
Southwest Asia.

In acitation read during the presentation
of the general’ s Distinguished Service
Medal and New Y ork State Conspicuous
Service Medal, two of the nation and
state’' s highest decorations, special
emphasis was placed on the general’s
leadership following the attack on New
York’sWorld Trade Center. Over the
course of the several monthsimmediately
following 9/11, it was noted, more than
3,000 New York military forces were
deployed in and around New Y ork City to
provide critical security, command and
control, and other support functions.

Themilitary retirement ceremony was
presided over by Chief of the National
Guard Bureau Lt. Gen. H Steven Blum
and featured the participation of New
Y ork State Director of State Operations
William Howard, representing Governor
George E. Pataki. The Storm King Brass
Quintet fromthenearby U.S. Military
Academy at West Point provided music.

In hisremarks, General Maguire thanked
hiswife Debbie and his family who had
been by hissidethroughout histimein
service. He also placed special emphasis
on the sacrifices being madein
Afghanistan and Irag by membersof the
New Y ork Army National Guard. During
histenure as adjutant general, as much as
twenty-five percent of the New Y ork
Army National Guard’ sapproximately
10,000 members have been deployed at
onetime.

“Major General Tom Maguire has been

retires

Lt. Gen. Steven Blum, Chief of the National Guard
Bureau, left, presents Maj. Gen. Thomas P. Maguire,
Jr.,anaward during his retirementceremony. Photo
by Michael O'Halloran, 105AW Multi Media.

avital member of our team and one of the
most capable leaders New York’'s
military forces have ever had,” Governor
Pataki said. “ Throughout hisdistinguished
military career, General Maguire has
served his State and nation with great
honor and dedication. He skillfully lead
New Y ork State's organized militia
following the devastating attackson
September 11th and has worked tirelessly
to help save New Y ork’s military
installations from the base closing
recommendations contained in the 2005
Base Closure and Realignment
Commissionreport.”

“It isboth an honor and a privilege to
recognize Maj. Gen. Maguiretoday,” Lt.
Gen. Blum said. “During histenure as
Adjutant General, the New Y ork National
Guard has excelled in their service to
both state and nation. Whether it was
responding on 9/11, deploying highly
trained troopsto Irag and Afghanistan, or
myriad support to civil authorities, the
New York National Guard has been
‘alwaysready, alwaysthere’. And Tom
Maguire led these Citizen Soldiers and
Airmen with courage and selfless
service.”

“As Adjutant General, he provided
strategic and visionary leadership for the
largest and most sustained period of
National Guard activationsin decades for
operationswithin New Y ork State, the
United States, and overseas,” Governor
Pataki said. “On behalf of all New
Y orkers, | thank himfor hisexemplary
|eadership and unyielding commitment to
theresidents of our State.”

General Maguire served asthe Adjutant
General for the State of New Y ork from
Aug. 9, 2001 to Oct. 31, 2005. O



New Commander for
Air Guard Headquarters

Mg . Gen. RobertA.
Knauff Leadsthe New
York Air National Guard

By Kent Kisselbrack
Public Affairs Director

JOINT FORCESHEADQUARTERS,

L atham — On behalf of Governor George
E. Pataki, Army Brig. Gen.

F David Sheppard, Acting Adjutant
General of the State of New Y ork,
announced that Maj. Gen. Robert A.

Staff and the Vice Commander of the
NYANG.

“Major General Knauff hasbrought a
wealth of experience and knowhow to
New York State’s Air National Guard,”
Brig. Gen. Sheppard said. “We are
confident that hisselection to this
important assignment will continueto
benefit the Air Force, the New Y ork
National Guard and the people of New
York.”

Ascommander of theNYANG, Maj.
Gen. Knauff directsthe activities of the
Headquarters New Y ork Air National
Guard and isthe primary advisor to the

K nauff assumed command of theNew
York Air National Guard, Nov. 1.

Adjutant General onall Air Guard
matters.

Recently retired Adjutant General, Maj. Gen. Thomas P. Maguire, Jr., left, congratulates Maj. Gen.
Robert P. Knauff on his promotion to Major General and appointment as Commander, New York Air
National Guard. Photo by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith.

Major General Knauff’ sappointment
followsthe recent retirement of Maj. Gen.
Thomas P. Maguire, Jr., who held the
position for five years and officially
ended 36 years of military serviceon
October 31.

Knauff was additionally promoted to the
rank of Major General before agathering
of Airmen, Soldiers, family and friendsin
aNovember ceremony here. Prior to this
assignment, Knauff served asthe Chief of

“New Y ork State has been my homefor
nearly 10 yearsand | couldn’t be more
proud of the men and women in the New
York National Guard,” Knauff said. “From
deploymentsin support of the Global War
on Terror to helping provide needed
humanitarianassistancewhen natural
disasters strike around our nation and the
globe, New Y ork’s National Guard stands
ready and able to meet every challenge
head-on.”

Major General Knauff, acommand pilot,
iscombat qualified in the F-16 Fighting
Falcon, F-15 Eagle, F-106 Delta Dart, and
the OV-10 Bronco with more than 3,900
flying hours. Hismilitary career beganin
1975 when he graduated from the United
States Air Force Academy with a
Bachelor of Science degreein
Aeronautical Engineering. Throughout his
morethan 30 years as an officer inthe Air

Force, Mgj. Gen. Knauff has served asan
aircraft commander, aninstructor pilot, a
forward air controller and a staff officer.
Prior to becoming the NY ANG Chief of
Staff in 2003, he served asthe wing
commander of the 174th Fighter Wing,
Syracuse, from March 1996 - May 2003.

Born and raised in Pasadena, Calif.,
Maj. Gen. Knauff now residesin Manlius
with hiswifeKathy. O

Enlisted Association of
the National Guard
recruits Guard
members for tomorrow

By JeannineM.Mannarino
Enlisted Association

LATHAM — The Enlisted Association of the New

Y ork National Guard will be kicking off amajor
recruiting drive January 2006. January 1 through

March 31 any enlisted association member E-7 and
below, will have an opportunity to win atrip to the
35" Annual Enlisted Associations National Conference
August 20-23in Salt Lake City, Utah.

The Grand Prize winner will be recognized at the
National Conferencefor their outstanding contribution
to the New Y ork Enlisted Association before their
enlisted peers. The second runner up will receive an
Apple Ipod Nano 2GB, and the third prize will be a
Thumb Drive and Enlisted Association T-shirt.

The Association is challenging all Guard membersto
compete for this prestigious grand prize not only
because, the winner will have a great time at the
National Conferencethe campaignwill ultimately
benefit all our Soldiers and Airmen. The Enlisted
Association works for Guard members, their families
and the retired members for greater benefits, readiness
issues and changes for a better stronger Guard. All
competitors will be able to track their progress by
going to www.eanyng.org which isthe Association’s

newly revised and updated website. The ground rules
and applications for the competition will be posted on
the website aswell. If you need assistance Tech. Sgt.
Ann Miller, (518) 786-4850 membership committee
chairwoman will be happy to help youin the
application process.

Since 9/11 New Y ork’s members of the Enlisted
Association have depleted due to inconsistencies and
multiple 18-month deploymentsamong our forces. The
leaders of the executive board were among the forces
that were called out. Although the Association’s
membership isgrowing steadily, since June,
membership hasincreased by 68 new members, the
Executive board is at 100 percent, and Committee
chairs and Zone representatives have increased by 30
percent. Power isin the numbers when it comes to
lobbying in Washington, DC and at our local officials
level. Last April, the Enlisted Association of the New
Y ork National Guard had 589 members that were
current. The availability of New York’s enlisted
membersisgreater than 14,000 not including National
Guard retirees.

This past month the Enlisted Associations Web Site

Committee redesigned the website and will
continuously update the web site for legislative news
alerts and current efforts of the Association. All
members of the National Guard can access the web
site. The Web Site Committee isworking on a
member’ s only link, which will have chat rooms,
where members will be able to log on and ask
questions that arepresentative from the Association
will respond to.

The board is ready, willing, and prepared to make
our move to increase membership by asking all
enlisted membersto step up to make the Enlisted
Association of the New Y ork National Guard one of
thestrongest in the Nation.

The Enlisted Association of the National Guard of the
United States was formally organized in 1972 with the
goal of increasing the voice of enlisted personnel in the
National Guard. Beginning with twenty-three states,
EANGUS now represents all 54 states and territories,
totaling more than 70,000 members. Headquartered in
Alexandria, Va., just outside Washington, EANGUS
maintains afull-time staff to represent our interestsin
the Pentagon and on Capital Hill. EANGUS isa
nonprofit association.

EANGUS speakswith your U.S. Representativesin
the House and Senate on adaily basis. Our agenda
focuses on you — members of the Army and Air
National Guard. However, we can’t do it all alone.
EANGUS needs you to contact your respective
Congressmen and Senators to voice your opinions and
concernson issues that affect your National Guard
careers and benefits. This legislative section of our
website www.eangus.org offersyou an insight into
topicsthat we are currently pursuing, and it alertsyou
to actions you can take to help us while we help you in
these efforts. O
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FIGHTING
From Ground Zero to the
Sunni Triangle and Home

Task ForceWolfhound
returnsfrom Operation
Iragi Freedom

By Lt. Col.Paul Fanning
Guard Times Staff

LEXINGTONAVENUEARMORY,
M anhattan—After nearly 18 months of
federal activeduty, including an intense
full year in acombat zone, New York’s
famed “ Fighting 69" Infantry” hascome
home.

Hundreds of Soldiersreturned to home
armories and communities acrossthe
state during September, thusending an
odyssey of duty that began on 9/11 inthe
wake of the worst attack on Americain
history.

Battalion Commander Lt. Col. Geoff
Slack ordered that his Soldiers fully
complete out-processing from active
duty at Ft. Dix, N.J., and be released to
their families as soon as possible. There
would be no formal ceremonies to add
delays. They were to be released as
soon asthey were ready. So they went
home aboard charter busses or were
picked up by anxious familieswho
drove down to recover their Soldier in
person.

Federally activated for Operation Iraqi
Freedom I11 on May 17, 2004, the 1%

Sgt. Efrain M. Diaz displays the 1st
Battalion 69th Infantry Headquarters'
guidon outside the Lexington Avenue
Armory Sept. 12 upon hisreturnfromIrag.

69

Battalion 69" Infantry had not been
deployed to combat since World War |1
and isthe second New Y ork National
Guard infantry organization ordered to
federal active duty for overseas service.
At thetime of itscall up, the Fighting
69" was assigned to the N.Y .-based
Third Brigade of the 42" |nfantry
Division (Mechanized) and was
organized asamechanized infantry unit.
Following its activation and arrival at
Ft. Hood, Texas, the battalion underwent
reorganization, training and conversion
in order to deploy as areinforced
motorized infantry battalion with the
Louisiana National Guard’s 256"
SeparateInfantry Brigade. Eventually,
Soldiers from 17 different armories —
more than 700 hundred Soldiers total
(including two units of the 101% Cavalry
Regiment) from across the state and
nearly 60 troops from up to 14 other
states were organized into what was
dubbed “Task Force Wolfhound” for
deployment in Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Ground ZeroDuty

On 9/11, New Y ork’s Fighting 69"
was among the original unitsto respond
to the terrorist attacks on the World
Trade Center. Unit membersbegan
streaming to the armory asthe towers
burned. Many members, who were also
New York City police, fire and
emergency personnel, were already
responding to the attacks. 1st Lt. Gerard
Baptiste, afireman assigned to Ladder 9
became the Fighting 69" sfirst casualty
in the opening moment of the Global
War on Terror when Tower 1 came
down as he and other firemen were
attempting to evacuate employeesfrom
thebuilding.

The 69" moved to what became known
as Ground Zero and immediately joined
the throngs of police, fire and other
rescue personnel in attempting to
remove debris by hand and search for
possible survivors.

The next day, on order, the 69" and
other units of the New Y ork Army
National Guard established a security
perimeter around the entire World Trade
Center site and then cleared the pile of
all personnel. The Chief of New Y ork
City’ sfire department had ordered that
the pile be cleared so that specialized
search and rescue teams could enter the
areaand in theinterest of safety, gain

Spc. Steven J. Byerwaltersis greeted by his family
at Joint Forces Headquarters, Latham Sept. 14
upon his return from Iraq with the 69th Infantry.
Photos by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith.

control of the site. Members of the 69"
continued to perform security and
recovery support for two weeks on State
ActiveDuty.

In the wake of the towers’ collapse,
New York City officials designated the
armory at Lexington Avenue and 25"
Street as a reception center for the
families of the missing for the first two
weeks following the attacks. Families
decorated the armory with photos,
posters, letters, and mementos of the
missing. Grieving family members
searching for missing relativesregularly
approached Fighting 69" Soldiers on
security detail for assistance.

Operation Noble Eagle Duty —
Homeland Defense

At the conclusion of two weeks of
State Active Duty in New Y ork City, the
Fighting 69" was called to Federal
Active Duty to provide security at the
U.S. Military Academy at West Point.
The 69" was assigned perimeter
security at West Point and provided 24-
hour coverage for the entire campus for
six months. At the conclusion of this
assignment, responsibility for the
mission was transferred to the 1%
Battalion 258" Field Artillery, but many
members of the 69™ volunteered to
extend their service for an additional six
monthtour.



The Fighting 69th’s Lexington Avenue Armory was
the closestarmory to Ground Zero, and its Soldiers
were among those in the famous "bucket brigade”
clearing rubble on 9/11. Photo by Sgt. Peter Touse.

The leadership of the 69" took
command of atask force of New Y ork
Army National Guard personnel
providing ongoing security support to
New Y ork City civil authorities by
providing troops at bus and train
stations and New Y ork City crossing
pointsinto Manhattan. Following many
months of service, responsibility for this
mission was transferred to the New
Y ork National Guard's 27" Separate
Infantry Brigade.

Activation for Operation Iraqi
Freedom

On order, the Fighting 69" was
mobilized and organized with additional
unitsin May 2004 and immediately
began pre-mobilization training at Ft.
Hood, Texas.

Headquarters and Headquarters

A 69th Infantry Soldier uses a metal detector to
check an Iraqi for weapons.

ard Times

The Fighting 69" was
based at Camp Liberty
near Baghdad in one of the
most dangerous areas
inside the Sunni Triangle.

Fighting 69th Soldiers patrol an Iraq neighborhood during Operation Iragi Freedom Ill. Photo by Spc. Jason Garcia.

Company — L exington Avenue Armory,
Manhattan

Company A —Lexington Avenue
Armory, Manhattan

Company B —Bayshore Armory, Long
Island

Company D, 1% Battalion 101%
Cavalry, Newburgh

Troop E, 101% Cavalry, Geneva

The combined task force strength was
approximately 700 troops and included
Soldiers from across the state — Long
Island, New Y ork City, the Hudson
Valley, the Capital District, from
Buffalo and Jamestown.

Serviceinlraq

The Fighting 69" deployed to Iraqin
October 2004 with the 256" I nfantry
Brigade and together they initially came
under thecommand of theU.S. Army’s
1st Cavalry Division. The Headquarters
of the 3rd Infantry Division later
replaced the 1st Cavalry Division
headquartersin command of Task Force

Baghdad. The Fighting 69" was based at
Camp Liberty near Baghdad in one of the

most dangerous areas inside the Sunni
Triangle. Fighting 69" Soldiers

performed avariety of missions together

with attached elements of the L ouisiana
National Guard’s 256" Brigade. These

included area security, patrols, raids and

offensive operations. In addition, Task
Force Wolfhound troops captured
numerous weapons caches, helped train
new Iragi National Guard members,
provided medical, logistical and civil
support to Iraqgi villages, schools,
mosques and families, and worked
closely with Iragi police and military
officials as they were being prepared to

take on increased responsibilities for the

defense and security of their homeland.

L osses

Eleven members of the battalion plus
eight Louisiana National Guard Soldiers
gavethe ultimate sacrifice to the nation
while serving together in Task Force
Wolfhound. Numerousmembersof the
battalion have been awarded the Purple
Heart Medal for combat wounds.
Following are those members of the
Fighting 69" who were lost:

Nov. 29, 2004

Sgt. Christian P. Engeldrum —Bronx

1% Battalion, 69" I nfantry Regiment

Spc. WilfredoF. Urbina—Baldwin

1% Battalion, 69" I nfantry Regiment

Dec. 1, 2004

SGT David M. Fisher —Green Island

1% Battalion, 101% Cavalry Regiment

Dec. 3, 2004

Staff Sgt. Henry E. Irizarry — Bronx

1% Battalion, 69" I nfantry Regiment

Jan. 6, 2005

Sgt. Kenneth G. VonRonn —
Bloomingburg

1% Battalion, 69" Infantry Regiment

Jan. 16, 2005

Spc. Alain Kamolvathin—South
OzonePark

1% Battalion, 69" Infantry Regiment

Jan. 17, 2005

Pfc. FrancisC. Obaji — Queens
Village

1% Battalion, 69" Infantry Regiment

March 2, 2005

Spc. Azhar Ali —Flushing

1% Battalion, 69th Infantry Regiment

Spc. Wai P. Lwin —Queens

1% Battalion, 69" Infantry Regiment

Aug. 8, 2005

Spc. Anthony N. Kalladeen —
Purchase

1% Battalion, 69" Infantry Regiment

Pfc. Hernando Rios— Queens

1% Battalion, 69" Infantry Regiment [J

1stBattalion 69th Infantry Soldiers havereturned home after nearly 18 months of federal active duty,
including an full year in a combat zone. Photo by Spc. Jason Garcia.
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Air Ambulance
Company holds
Freedom Salute

Lt.Col.Paul Fanning
Guard Times Staff

ARMY AVIATIONFLIGHT
FACILITY#2, Rochester —Nearly 90
members of the 249" Air Ambulance
Company, NY ARNG werehonoredin mid
October during aFreedom Salute
Ceremony at the unit’ shomebasefacility
in Rochester.

Family membersand local and state
officialsturned out to recognizethe
Soldiers' nearly 18 months federal service
for Operation Noble Eagle.

The 249" operates UH-1V Iroguois
(Huey) helicopters designed to conduct air

medical evacuations. The unit was
formed in September 2002 following the
inactivation of New Y ork’ sattack
helicopter battalion and is comprised
mostly of Western N.Y .-based aviators
and support staff. The unit was called up
in November 2003 to provide emergency
medical evacuation support at U.S. bases
where active duty, National Guard and
Army Reserve unitswere conducting
training prior to forward deployment.
During their tour of duty, whichendedin
May 2005, the Soldiers flew more than
4,100flight hoursthrough morethan
2,700 sorties and executed 175 life
saving rescues.

A Soldier with the 249th Air Ambulance reviews
his awards with a family member.

In addition, more than 30 members of the
unit were called for duty as part of
Hurricane Katrinarelief effortsin
September and deployed to Missi ssippi
for nearly two weeks.

Thecommanding general of theNew
York Army National Guard, Brig. Gen.
Mike Swezey praised unit membersfor
their warrior ethos and for exemplifying

themodern “ Citizen Soldier”.

“Weare hereto say thank you,” Swezey
said, noting that many of the 249" spilots
are also civilian medical evacuation pilots
and fly missionsfor local hospitals when
not serving with the Guard. “You havea
very dangerousmission,” thegeneral
added.

Also honored during the ceremony were
membersof the unit’ sfamily readiness
group for the support rendered to the
troops and military families.

The Freedom Salute campaign is one of
thelargest Army National Guard
recognition programs ever established by
the National Guard Bureau. The program
recognizes Soldiers who were ordered to
federal active duty for Operations Noble
Eagle (homeland defense) Enduring
Freedom (Afghanistan) and Iragi Freedom.
During the ceremony Soldiersreceived an
encased American Flag, commemorative
coins, a certificate of appreciation and
other items. The program includes |apel
insigniafor the Soldier to present to his or
her loved one for their support and thereis
aspecia footlocker kit and board game
for young children of deployed unit
members. [

Soldiers hold their Freedom Salute awards, which include an encased American Flag, a lapel insignia, a commemorative coin and a certificate of appreciation. Photos by Lt. Col. Paul Fanning.



Soldier tragically
Killed in motor
vehicle accident

By Maj. Kathy Sweeney
Guard Times Staff

LATHAM — Staff Sgt. Stanley B. Dake, Jr., 26, was
killed Sept. 3 asaresult of injuries sustained in a motor
vehicle collision while on hisway to report for duty,
here, in support of the New Y ork Army National Guard’'s
Hurricane Katrinarelief efforts.

The accident occurred on Middle Line Road in the town
of Milton when another car veered into hislane.

Dake was assigned to Charlie-company of the 142"
Combat Support Aviation Battalion, Flight Facility #3.
Hisfellow NYARNG Soldiers responding to Hurricane
Katrinarenamed their task force“ Task Force Dake” in
hismemory.

Dake was specifically assigned to maintain the Fire
Hawk helicopter, which isamaodified UH-60 Black
Hawk with firefighting capabilities. Dake had to undergo
special training to be part of this elite helicopter team.
Thereareonly four Fire Hawks in the United States.

For the relief mission, Dake was tasked with
configuring the Fire Hawk back to aUH-60 Black Hawk,
which requires extensive mechanical adjustments. His
dutiesencompassed eval uating and remedying helicopter

Guard Times

maintenance issues while preparing for their relief
mission.

Starting hismilitary career before graduating from
Saratoga Springs High School in 1998, Dake joined the
New York Army National Guard in March of 1997. After
basic training and Army technical school, he devel oped
into an experienced UH-60 Black Hawk mechanic while
assigned to the Flight Facility’ s Echo-company. Hewas
promoted to Sergeant in 2002. During that year Dake
deployed to Eagle Base, Bosnia where he spent seven
months as a helicopter mechanic for Task Force Ta on.
Hewas one of three mechanics assigned to the Aviation
Unit Maintenance Company there. Hismaintenanceteam
kept Task Force Talon’ s eight UH-60 Black Hawksflying
morethan 2,700 hoursduring their mission.

Dake wasthen assigned as afacility Maintenance
Section Sergeant. During histenure, he was responsible
for sustaining ahigh readinessrate on facility helicopters.
Dakefinally earned Technical Inspector inthefacility’s
Quality Control Section.

“Sergeant Dake could always be counted on to give 110
percent for any mission without ever being asked,” 1%
Sgt. ChrisImbarrato said. “ He took time to mentor and
help new mechanics.” Imbarrato went on to say that
Dake' s selflessnessincluded hisfamily. He worked
nightsat alocal retail chain to ensure hisyounger brother,
presently in college, had fundsfor tuition, booksand
groceries.

“Thetragic loss of thisexceptional Soldier and
compassionate man hasleft animmense void that will
never be filled,” Imbarrato said.

Dake was buried at Saratoga National Cemetery with
full military honors. His medalsinclude the Army Service

Staff Sgt. Stanley B. Dake, Jr. File photo.

Ribbon, Army Achievement Medal, Meritorious Service
Medal, Aircrew Member Badge, NATO Medal, National
Defense Service Medal, Global War on Terrorism
Medal, Army Commendation Medal, Army Reserve
Component Achievement Medal, Armed Forces
Expeditionary Medal and the New Y ork Long and
Faithful Service Medal.

Dakeissurvived by his parents Stanley and Catherine,
by his stepmother, Brenda, by hisbrother, Robert and by
histwo sisters Charlene and Lana. [

138" MPAD Marches on with historic first Deployments

By Guard Times Staff

FORT DIX,NJ—Morethan5,000members
of theNew Y ork Army National Guardhave
been called to federal active duty for
Operation Iragi Freedom since February
2003. Many of these Soldiers have also
experienced State Active Duty at Ground
Zero following the terrorist attacks on the
World Trade Center on 9/11. Among the
latest units called up is the Latham-based
138" MobilePublic AffairsDetachment—a
specialized unit with the mission of
documenting and reporting military
operationsinthecombat zoneandfacilitating
civilian media coverage.

The 138" Mobile Public Affairs
Detachment | eftitsL athamhomeSept. 12for
Fort Dix, N.J. with15membersfor anintense
period of post-mobilization training before
being deployed over seas. The 138" is
earmarked to augment the Army’s 101st
Airborne Division in Iraq as part of Task
Force*Bandof Brothers.” TheHeadquarters
of the 101% took over command in Tikrit,
Iraq from New York’s Headquarters 42
Infantry DivisionNov. 1.

“Members of the 138" deployed to New
Y ork city on 9/11 and shot photosand video
footageof New Y ork’ sFighting 69" Infantry
and other unitsat Ground Zerothat hassince
been used by various network and local
news organizations and have even found
their way into History Channel

documentaries,” Sgt. 1% Class Steven
Petibone, 138" broadcast section supervisor,
said.

Within a few days after arriving at Fort
Dix, the 138" was assigned two additional
broadcast journdists from the Ohio and
Washington National Guardtohelpbringthe
unittoits“battle” posture. A week later, the
138" moved into the field to Fort Dix's
Forward Operating Base Tiger, which is
designed to simulate the surroundings the
detachment’s Soldierswill operate in once
they arriveinIrag.

The 138" underwent three weeks of
structured tactical field training, including
weapons qualification. This included
familiarizing with the M-249 Squad
Automatic Weapon, or “ SAW” ,whichisnot
a weapon indigenous to an Army public
affairsunit.

“Qualifying on the SAW was quite the
experience,” Pfc. Christopher Campbell,
photojournalist, said. “It has a high rate of
fire.”

Other mandatory trainingincluded convoy
operations, military operations in urban
terrainandreactingtoimprovised explosive
devices.

After completing their field training, the
detachment produced a training video for
Fort Dix, which will guide other units
undergoing similar combat training in the
future.

“Wewerethrilled to get achance to make

Spc. Timothy Tamburello, a photojournalist with the 138th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment, Latham,
conducts an on-camerainterview at Fort Dix with Air Force Tech. Sgt. Adam Stump, a public affairs and
journalisminstructor with the Defense Information School, Fort Meade, Md. Photo by the 138th MPAD.

that production,” Petibonesaid. “Werecently
received all new digital-video camera gear
for thedeployment, and thisproductiongave
usachancetotrainonandtestthenew gear.”
Sergeant First Class David Benamati said
that the detachment’ s photojournalists also
gained from the experience in that they
generated still digital images that were
additionally used in the video.
Thedetachment’ slast stageof trainingwas
mission specific: A mobile training team
from the Defense Information School, Fort

Meade, Md. held refresher training here on
journalism, public affairs and layout and
designfor field newspapersand establishing
and maintaining aweb site.

“Getting back to and stressing the basics
was the most valuable part for me,” Sgt.
Dennis Gravelle, photojournalist, said.
“Once we complete DINFOS' Journalist
Course and returned to part-time training
with our unit, over time ... it'seasy tolose
theedgewedevel oped. Thistraining taught
us how to get that back.” [



Rainbow message to President: 'Good to Go'

By Maj.Richard Goldenburg
42 |nfantry Division Public Affairs

TIKRIT, Iraqg— Soldiersfrom Task
Force Liberty spoke with President
George W. Bush Oct. 13 to expresstheir
confidencein the preparationsfor the
referendum votein North Central Irag.

The Soldiers, from across al the
division’'s headquarters and brigade
combat teams, provided the President
with their perspectives on the progress of
Iragi Security Forces and security efforts
to safeguard the referendum vote on
October 15th.

“I want to thank the members of the
42nd Infantry Division and Task Force
Liberty for serving our country with such
distinction and honor,” the President told
the Soldiersin Tikrit. “I want you to
know that the mission you areonisvital
to achieving peace and to protecting
America.”

All but two Soldiers represented
members of Task ForceLiberty’s
Military Transition Teams, those forward
elements of the division partnered with
Iragi army battalions and brigadesin
North Central Iraq.

Representing the42nd | nfantry Division
was Capt. Brent Kennedy, the moderator
for the teleconference based on his
experience as an operations officer for
thedivision staff, and Master Sgt. Corine
Lombardo, Scotia, the division public
affairs operations chief.

Capt. David Williams and Sgt. David
Smith-Barry represented the Soldiers of

Rainbow readies for troops’
return, unvelils new road sign

By 2" Lt. Amy Fires

and those at the ceremony took an

Sgt. Teresa Coble, center, operates avideo cameraduring a live teleconference between Task Force Liberty Soldiers and the President of the United States,
via satellite link, about up coming Iraqi elections. The video feed was broadcast on the Pentagon Channel. Photo by Staff Sgt. Matthew Acosta.

the 1st Brigade Combat Team. Joining
them in apartnership with the Iragi
army’ s4th Division were Capt. Stephen
Pratt and Sgt. Dustin Giesbrecht of the
116th Brigade Combat Team.

Capt. David Smith and Sgt. 1st Class
Jerry Munoz from the 3rd Brigade
Combat Teamand 1st Lt. Gregg Murphy
and Sgt. Ronald Long of the 278th
Regimental Combat Team represented the
partners of the Iragi army’ s 5th Division.

Inaddition, Sgt. Maj. Akheel Shaker
Nassir, an operations senior trainer from
the 5th Iraqi Division joined the group to
speak with the President.

The Soldiers gathered one day prior

preparations

sooner than

from across Diyala, Salah Ad Din and
Kirkuk Provincesto setup avideo
teleconference from the division main
command post on Forward Operating
Base Danger in Tikrit.

“1 would have packed better,” said Sgt.
1st Class Jerry Munoz of the 3rd Brigade
Combat Team. “| had something liketen
minutesto pack acombat pack and jump
onahelo.”

The Soldiers knew the topic of
referendum preparationsand I ragi army
progress would be foremost on the
President’ s agenda and each was asked to
provide their own personal assessment
based on their own experiences over

some 10-11 months of servicein North
Central Iraq.

“Thiswas such agreat opportunity,”
said 1st Lt. Gregg Murphy from the 278th
Regimental Combat Team following the
President’ sremarks. “I didn’t know the
full reason for coming together until |
arrived in Tikrit. But when | found out
we' d be speaking to the President, |
wanted to be sure he heard areal
assessment fromwhat I’ ve seen
firsthand.”

The Soldiersreturned to their units Oct.
14 intimeto support the referendum vote
the following day alongside their Iraqi
army partners. J

Guard Times Staff

TROY—Pullingthecover off two
shining new road signshere, New
York Army National Guard
Soldiers and the Rensselaer
County Legislature renamed
Glenmore Road, where the 42
Infantry Division’ sHeadquarters
and Headquarters Company
Armory is located, as “Rainbow
Way” at an Oct. 14 dedication
ceremony.

Attendees gathered around a
covered street sign and unveiled
the street’s new name to around
applause.

The road will maintain its
official “Glenmore Road” name,
but thenew road signswill remain,

opportunity tohonor and anticipate
the long-awaited return of the
division’sSoldiersservinginiraq
by inviting guest speakers from
various dignitaries and the
division’ srear detachment.
Many family readiness group
supportershaveheld fund-raisers,
meetings and welcome home
events anticipating the Soldiers’
and families’ reunions. The FRG
for the 4" Personnel Services
Detachment, Latham, whose
Soldiers are attached to the
division's 29" PSD in Buffalo,
raised fundsfor familiestraveling
tohomecomings, whichwill cover
their hotel and bus costs. Many
FRG members said they were
scrambling to makehomecoming

anticipated.

[Our challengebecame] “ getting
the division’s families to attend
our reunion briefings,” Ellen
Burke, an FRG Coordinator
attendingtheunveiling, said.“And
severa families are planning to
have welcome home parties for
their Soldiers.”

Burke said she plansto give her
son “the biggest hug ever
imagined."“I'll leavehimbefor a
few days, but then [he's] mine,”
Burkesaid.

“We're going to thank God and
our guardian angelsfor watching
over us and bringing him home
safely. We will have a lot to be
thankful for this Thanksgiving,”
Burke said. O

Brig. Gen. Michael Swezey, Commander of the New York Army National Guard,
unveils a road sign with 42nd ID supporters. Photo by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith.



Maintenance
Soldiers

keep wheels
rolling in OIF

By Spc. Spencer Case
207" MPAD

TALLIL, Iraq —For the Soldiers of the New Y ork Army
National Guard’' s145th Maintenance Company, success
in Irag has required both perspiration and inspiration.

Since January, the Bronx-based unit of about 200
Soldiers has played an integral part of coalition efforts at
six key installationsthroughout southernrag.

Their tasksinclude routine and emergency vehicle
maintenance, armoring vehiclesfor U.S., Iragi and other
coalition troops and teaching vehicle familiarization
classesto non-U.S. troops.

“Anytimeavehicleisdown, it affects the mission,”
Capt. Robert Zizolfo, the commander of the 145", said.
“Operating in afield environment is quite achallenge, but
my Soldiers, they’ re very resourceful, they’ revery
creative.”

In order to adapt to the new challenges, 145th Soldiers
have to make the best use of what' s available. One way to
do thisispracticing controlled exchange, said Staff Sgt.
Paul Bieron, the NCOI C of the maintenance team at Camp
Echo. If three vehicles are not mission capable, the
mechanics are often able to salvage two of the vehicles
by using partsfrom athird, so the unit hastwo of three
vehicles until partsto fix thethird arrive.

The 145th maintenance team in Camp Charlie, aPolish-
controlled installation near the Iragi city of Al Hillah,
found away to get the equipment they needed quicker and
save tax dollars as abonus. Often when mechanics
replaced tires, the rim assembly is still in good shape.
Instead of ordering whole assemblies, as most unitsdo,
the 145th Soldiers ordered the tires alone and used alittle
elbow grease to put thetires on existing rims.

Since the entire assembly costs $850 and the tire alone
costs only $300, each individually ordered tire saves the
Army about $550. Over the course of the deployment, the
savings add up to hundreds of thousands of dollars,
Zizolfo said.

The hard work of the 145th has paid off directly in
saving the lives of Iragi soldiers of the 2nd Motorized
Transportation Regiment. To date, the 145th provided
armor for at least 70 percent of the 2nd MTR’ sfleet,
whilealocal Iragi contractor provided the remainder of
the armor, wrote Maj. David Motes, aU.S. advisor to the
2nd MTRinan email.

“Asaforce protection measure, armoring the 2nd
MTR’s vehicles has already saved the lives of Soldiers
on four different occasionswhen the MTR’ svehicles
were ambushed by enemy forces [both |ED and small
armsfire],” Motes said. He added, “providing armored
protection for the Iragi soldiersisakey elementin
building up their confidence. Inaddition, thishelpspave
theway for securing the departure of U.S. forcesfrom
Irag.”

The 145th’ sperformanceisfurther exemplified by the
success of their team at Camp Charlie, where ateam of
less than 10 individuals provides support to coalition
troops from nine countries. More than half of their

o

Spc. Jason Slate, mechanic, 145th Maintenance Co., greases the wheels of a humvee at Camp Charlie. Photo by Spc. Spencer Case.

Coalition vehicles were deadlined, not mission capable,
when theteam arrived in June. Since then, the team gave
classeson emergency recovery, preventative maintenance
and driver’ straining for humvees.

Sgt. Josue Carrasquillo, the Camp Charlie maintenance
support team leader, said the classes have had a
noticeableimpact on the way other Coalition members
treat their vehicles.

“They put more careinto their equipment,” Carrasquillo
said.

Combat Support Center Scania, asmall installation that
most often serves as a stop for combat logistics patrols
moving from Kuwait to Baghdad, isanother post that
demandshard work. It snot uncommon for the
maintenance team to be working at 4:00 a.m.

“Every major convoy that comesthrough here, wetake
care of,” said Spc. Eddie Figueron, amechanic for the
145th.

Asusual, the 145th troops at Scania have been on top of
their game. In July, acombat logistics patrol camein with
six gun trucksthat could not get up to speed and going
about 35 miles an hour. The vehiclesrolled in at 9:30
am. The mechanicsdiscovered there was something
wrong with the transmission wiring and had the vehicles

“We've been able to save a lot of
money in repair parts, but also
time, which ... in a combat zone ...
is more important than money.”

—Capt. Robert Zizolfo
Commander, 145" M aintenance Company

ready to go again by midnight.

“They were excellent,” said Sgt. 1st Class Angel
Huertas, an advisor to the Iragi 2nd Motorized
Transportation Company, who bringsvehiclesto the
145thin Scaniawhen they require maintenance. “Every
time we have avehicle that breaks down, we bring it
here.” Zizolfo credits the success of the unit to the skill of
his Soldiers.

“One of the competencies of aNational Guard unitis
that some of our Soldiers have been mechanicsfor 10 or
15 years,” Zizolfo said. “We' ve been able to save alot of
money inrepair parts, but also time, which ... in acombat
zone... ismoreimportant than money.” O
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Labor Department
Launches Veterans'
Employment Program

Courtesy of theAmerican Forces
Press Service
Department of L abor newsrelease

WASHINGTON—About 300,000
wallet-sized cards and key fobs
with critical employment and job-
training information will be
distributed to military personnel
and veterans over the next six
months, the U. S. Department of
Labor announced Nov. 10 at its
annual pre-VeteransDay salute.

Thedepartment asounveiledthe
Recovery and Employment
AssistanceLifelinesAdvisor. This
new onlinetool providesvaluable
information and resourcesto help
returning wounded and injured
veteranssuccessfully transitioninto
civilian employment, Labor
Department officialssaid.

“The ‘Key To Career Success
cards and REALifelines online
advisor are part of our outreach

efforts to help veterans and
returning soldiersaccessgoodjob
opportunities and develop new
career pathways,” Labor Secretary
ElaineL. Chao said. “Wewant to
do everything we can to welcome
them home and facilitate their
reintegration into civilian life.”
The Key to Career Success card
will be attached to a brochure for
demobilizing and transitioning
servicemembersasthey gothrough
the joint DOL, Department of
VeteransAffairs, and Department
of Defense Transition Assistance
Program. For veterans who have
already made the transition,
additional information and
professiona staff guidancewill be
available at the nearly 3,500 One-
Stop Career Centers nationwide.
The card will help veterans
access local One-Stop Career
Center servicesconnectingthemto
employersseekingmenandwomen

with the unique skill sets and
experience characterized by
military service. It will also
highlight veterans’ special status
so that, upon arrival at One-Stop
Career Centers, they will receive
priority service as required under
the Jobsfor Veterans Act.

The back of the Key to Career
Success card and key fob features
a toll-free phone number, (877)
US2-JOBS(TTY: 877-889-5627),
and Web link,
www.servicelocator.org, to help
veterans speak with a service
representativeor locatethenearest
One-Stop Career Center and
download a map and driving
directions.

Akeyfeatureof theREALIfelines
Advisor is that it offers one-on-
one assistance through the
department’s state directors for
DOL’sVeterans Employmentand
Training Service. These directors
help the veteran find meaningful
employment throughthe One-Stop
Career Centers.

TheREALifelinesAdvisorisone
of a series of online tools called
“elaws” providing information
about major federal employment
laws and issues. [J

Operation Iragi Freedom
rotations announced

By DonnaMiles
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON - Defense
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
announced Nov. 7 the next major
unitstodeploy tolragin support of
Operation Iragi Freedom. He
emphasi zed that rotation planning
remainsflexibleand will be based
on conditions on the ground, not
political pressures or artificial
timetables.

The announcement affectsabout
92,000 servicemembers — more
than 65,000 from the active
component and 26,000 from the
Guard and Reserve — who will
begin their scheduled rotation in
mid-2006, according to Army Lt.
Col. Barry Venable, a Defense
Department spokesman.

Major units to deploy include:
Division Headquarters and 3rd
Brigade, 25th Infantry Division,
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii; 13th
Corps Support Command, Fort
Hood, Texas; 1st Brigade, 34th

Joint Forces' ‘Brainstorm’ earns DoD award

Infantry Division, MinnesotaArmy
National Guard; 2nd Brigade, 1st
Infantry Division, Schweinfurt,
Germany; 3rdBrigade, 2nd I nfantry
Division, Fort Lewis, Wash.; 3rd
Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division,
Fort Bragg, N. C.; and2ndBrigade,
10thMountainDivision, Fort Drum.

Individual serviceswill announce
smaller, supporting unitsto deploy
fortheupcomingrotation, officials
announced.

Inother deployment news, the 1st
Infantry Division’s 1st Brigade,
based at Fort Riley, Kan., will not
deploy before Dec. 31, officids
said. Brigadesoldiershad planned
to deploy in early December.

Force rotations ensure that the
combatant commander has the
forcesneededto support Operation
Iragi Freedom while DoD
continues to meet its worldwide
commitments, Venablesaid. Atthe
sametime, rotation planning hel ps
ensure a degree of predictability
for troops, their families, their

See ROTATIONS, page 19

By Maj.Nahaku M cFadden
National Guard Public Affairs

WASHINGTON — Far from the bright
lights of Times Square and Broadway an
even brighter light shinesinsidethe Empire
State and resides within the New York
National Guard's ground breaking
“Brainstorm” program. Thissamebright light
that reaches 9,000 third and fourth graders
with critical antidrug information also
garnered its Counterdrug Task Force
recognition as the best Drug Demand
Reduction program in the National Guard.

The Annual Secretary of Defense
Community Drug Awareness Awards
ceremony Oct. 24 at the Pentagon ki cked-of f
“Red Ribbon Week,” an annual week-long
national awards celebration that focuseson
keeping kidsoff drugs.

ThomasW. O’ Connell, assi stant secretary
of defense for specia operations and low-
intensity conflict and the event’ s host, said
Red Robin Week was created 15 years ago
to promote excellencein the Department of
Defense's antidrug organizations and to
encourage volunteer efforts by
servicemembers.

“These awards recognize best demand-
reductionprogramineachservice, including
theNational Guardandthedefenseagencies,”
O’ Connell said.

New York’s “Brainstorm” program
received thetop award for itsuniqueway of

reaching out to children: the brainstorm
program shows school childrenwhat drugs
dototheir brain and highlightsthe fact that
just one use of drugs can cause addiction.

Tech. Sgt. Marlene C. Frankovic, an
administrator with the program for nine
years, accepted the DoD award on behal f of
all 30 fellow Task Force members.

“1 can’t describe the feeling,” she said of
theaward. “[We] enjoy makingadifference
withthekids.”

Frankovicsaidthefour-part programwarns
kids of the dangers and effects of alcohol
and marijuanaon the brain. Each timethey
meet with the students, they receive new
practical exercises and watch a video.

“Theuniqueaspect of thisprogram isthat
we seethe samethird and fourth graderson
four different occasions,” Frankovicadded,
“This allows us to establish relationships.
After afew times, if the children seeuson
the streets, they come up to us and say
‘Hello.’”

Each program is broken down into one-
hour blocks of instruction: Your Brain:
What' sgoing oninthere?; Communication
Breakdown; The Good, the Bad and the
Ugly; and Brain Drain.

A question and answer session follows
eachprogram, allowingthestudentstoapply
what they havelearnedtotheir ownpersonal
experiences.

“This program is very effective. We are
seeing kids who have participated in the

New York Counter Drug Task Force representatives receive their program award in Washington, left

to right, Col. Anthony Risica, Lt. Col. Vance Bateman, Tech. Sgt. Marlene Frankovic, Mr. Enrique
CamarenaJr, Staff Sgt. Candace Lundin, Staff Sgt. Craig Burleigh, Staff Sgt. Katherine Quinones, Sgt.
Steven Watt. Photo courtesy of the NYNG Counter Drug Task Force.

programthat wakeuptheir parentsand peers
to the dangers of drugs,” Frankovic stated.
“If youknow thedangersof drugs, youwon't
dothem.”

Red Ribbon Week servesasatributetothe
life of Drug Enforcement Administration
Special Agent EnriqueS. “Kiki” Camarena,
who was kidnapped, tortured and murdered
by drug traffickersin Mexico in 1985.

Citizens in Camarena’s hometown of
Calexico, Calif., began wearing red ribbons

to remember him and honor his sacrifice.
Theantidrug message spread quickly andis
now the most far-reaching and well-known
drug prevention event. Now the red ribbon
symbolizes a continued commitment to
reducingthedemandforillega drugsthrough
prevention and education programs.

Frankovicinsiststhat New Y ork’ sCD task
forceiscommittedtospreading theantidrug
messageand keeping Kiki Camarena sspirit
aive. O
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105" Infantry says ‘Good-bye’ then ‘Hello’ to 501t Ordnance

By 2 Lt. Amy Fires
Guard Times Staff

SCHENECTADY —Theend of summer
marked thebeginning of transformation
here.

The 105" Infantry was one of afew New
York Army National Guard unitsthat are
transferring their colors to become anew
typeof unit under the Army’ sforce
structurechange. Many unitsacrossthe
state will perform these inactivations.
They will case their colors and will
activatenew unitsthroughout thecoming
months.

The 105" istransforming into the 501
Explosive Ordnance Battalion, andit’s
carrying over and retraining nearly 60
Soldiers.

The 501% Explosive Ordnance Battalion
isthe newest EOD unit in the National
Guard. ThisBattalion will control four
EOD Companies, which will be located in
Michigan, West Virginiaand
Massachusetts. Each EOD Company isa
small and highly proficient unit of
approximately 25 people. Most of its
missions are performed in teams of two or
three.

The Soldiers of the 501% carry on a
proud military history that reaches asfar
back asthe French and Indian Wars. The
105" Infantry Regiment was officially
organized April 27, 1898, asthe 2™ New

York Infantry. Elementsof theregiment
can be traced back to the French and
Indian Wars, the Revolutionary War at
Gettysburg and the Civil War at Antietam.
Theregiment’ snicknameasthe“ Apple-
knockers’, comes from the Civil War era;
the Soldiers would march off to war with
musketsontheir shouldersand, withthe
musketsbeing long, they wouldknock
apples off of thetrees asthey marched,
hencetheterm.

In October 2003 the 105th was
mobilized and deployed to Irag in support
of Operation Iraqi Freedom I1. Its Soldiers
augmented the 2" Battalion, 108" Infantry.

“[Itisthought that] wheninfantrymen
deploy and return as combat vets, they
have reached the pinnacle of their
[military] careers, and now many are
looking to experience new challenges,” 1%
Lt. Doug Baker, Logistics Officer, said.

World Wer |1 veteran Soldiers from the
July 7, 1944, battle of Saipan were
present for the 105" s deactivation as
well asaceremony posthumously
awarding the Congressional Medal of
Honor to three WWII Soldiers.

“Were proud to be recognized for our
hard work, to know we were a part of this
nation’ s history, but [we] arelooking
forward to future challenges,” Baker
added.

Now, Soldiers who have the combat
infantryman’ shadgewill attend Army

school to obtain the explosive ordnance
disposal badge. One of the difficulties
they must now faceis after deploying for a
year they will leave their families, again,
to earn their EOD qualification.

Thisretraining speaksto the caliber of
the Soldiersin the newly formed 501
Explosive Ordnance Battalion, Baker said.
“The Soldiers will do well and will
continueto makethe sacrificesthey need
to step up,” Baker explained.

Phase One of EOD training provides
knowledge in basic electronics,
explosives safety, firing devices,
hazardouswaste and munitions
identification, whichisheld at Redstone
Arsenal, Ala, for 10 weeks. Next, the
second and final phase of EOD trainingis
located at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla,,
which lastsfor six months. There, the
Soldierswill learn the core fundamentals:
demolition study, toolsand methods,
biological and chemical, ground and air
ordnance, improvised explosive devices
and nuclear ordnance. All EOD Soldiers
must be physically fit and must go through
rigorous eligibility standards.

“Soldiers can get up to $15,000 if they
enlist inthe 501% EOD Battalion,” Sgt.
First Class Maurice Catel said. “Itisa
very mentally and physically challenging
but very rewarding job field with high job
satisfaction,” Catel said. He said he
believesthat EOD provides for astrong

501% Explosive Ordnance Battalion Soldiers
receive their new colors during the unit's activation
ceremony. Photo by Staff Sgt. Kevin E. Greagan.

marketable skill and allows for astrong
career path. Wewill be on the cutting
edge of Homeland Security whichiswhat
EOD offerswith missionsin Croatia,
Bosniaand the Middle East, Catel said.
For moreinformation on the Explosive
Ordnance Battalion, contact your local
recruiter, or visit http://501st-eod.com. [

Army’s ongoing
transformation was
decades in the making

By Capt. Steve Alvarez
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — Although the
Army only beganitstransformation
in 2002, the process has been
ongoingand decadesinthemaking,
themilitary deputy totheassistant
secretary of the Army for
acquisition, logistics and
technology said here Nov. 29.

Lt. Gen. Joseph L. Y akovac said
that when heentered theservicein
the early 1970s, the soldier was a
“cheapinstrument of war” outfitted
at roughly $2,000 per soldier. “It
was a very simplistic Army,” he
said.

Y akovacwasthekeynotemilitary
speaker at the opening ceremony
for the Interservice/lndustry
Training, Simulationand Education
Conference.

The genera offered anecdotes
fromhistimeasayoungofficer.He

recalledthat duringfieldexercises,
opposing-force vehicleswould be
marked with numbers. Friendly
forceswould engagethe opposing
forcesby tellinganexercisereferee
that they could see a particular
vehicle, they would offer the
vehiclenumber, andagridlocation,
and then explain how they would
attack the vehicle. Yakovac aso
recalled using pneumatic mortar
rounds, instead of the usual
explosivetype, totrainhissoldiers
infront of the barracks.

“Therevolutionintraininginthe
'80sand’ 90s. .. makesusthebest
Army on the face of the planet,”
Y akovac said. He added that the
transformation of U. S. forces
would not be a destination, but a
continual evolution.

Part of thetraining revolution of
past decades, Yakovac said,
includestheapplication of lessons
learned to forces still in theater.

Deployed soldiers currently train
between operations and missions,
and they train as scenarios change
in theater. They adapt to the
missionsmuchfaster thesedays, he
noted.

Anexampleof this, Y akovacsaid,
isaconvoy trainer,amobiledevice
used by morethan 100,000 soldiers
deployingtolragand Afghanistan.
In essence, it replicates what a
soldier has seen on the battlefield
and bringsit tothetraining field.

But the systems, Y akovac said,
are also critical in maintaining
skills that tend to erode during
deployments. Ultimately, the
soldier retains and hones his core
skills, but alsoisableto operatein
the unique environment of his
mission.

“Training has gone (from) an
instrument used at homestationtoa
fully integrated capability,”
Y akovac said. Some platoon
leaders now in Iraq are being
debriefed by a computer
application that asksleadersabout
their operationswhenthey returnto
their bases, Yakovac said. The
information and data are then
submitted into a network shared
with other forcesfor training. O

Centers offer Veterans
Distinct Assistance

By Samanthal . Quigley
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON - Combat
veteransdealingwithreadjustment
issues as they return home have a
placetoturn, thankstoaDepartment
of Veterans Affairsinitiative.

TheV et Center Program provides
returning veterans with someone
to talk to who can relate to their
experiences.

Former Army Cpl. Rafiq Razaof
Orlando, Fla., isone of about 100
“global war on terror outreach
technicians” working for the Vet
Center program. Like his
colleagues, heisacombat veteran,
whichgiveshimanedgeinhisjob,
he said.

A table detailing eligibility can
befound onthe Vet Center’ sWeb
site, www.va.gov/rcs. Vet Center
with outreach programsarein all
50states, theDistrict of Columbia,
Guam, Puerto RicoandtheVirgin
|slands. Exactlocationsand contact
information are on the Vet Center

Websiteor by callingtheVeterans
AffairsDepartment directly at toll-
free (800) 827-1000.

Raza said his two tours in
Afghanistan as an intelligence
analyst with the 10th Mountain
Division make him credible. “It's
onethingtosendastranger infront
of a group of troops who have
comeback fromIragor Afghanistan
and |et them know about services
available,” he said. “It's realy
different when you actually have
someonewho’ sbeenthereand put
thebootson.”

Thetechniciansarechargedwith
finding returning combat veterans
in their communities and letting
themknow they havesomeplaceto
goif they need help readjusting to
life after the war.

“I ... let them know that there's
helpout therefor themif they need
it. There's a place within the
community that they can gothat’s
kind of outsidetheofficia wallsof

See CENTERS, page 19



| 12 |

Guard Times

Bringing it South

Army and Air Guard join historical disaster relief efforts

Aviators confront
Hurricane’s wrath

By Maj. Kathy D. Sweeney
Guard Times Staff

CAMP SHELBY, Miss.— At the end of
their mission they accounted for 160
different landing zones. Each zonevaried in
size, shape, amount of debris, degree-of-
slope and hardness of landing surface, which
made their aircrew coordination essential.
Their helicopters were landing at road
intersections, yards, hospitals, parking lots
andinterstates.

Chief Warrant Officer 4 Charles Rodda,
New Y ork Army National Guard safety
officer, said that adapting to an ever-
changing mission wasamajor challenge for
aircrews during their recent Hurricane
KatrinaDeployment.

Intotal, NYARNG aircrews spent 10 days
flying relief missions and transported nearly
300,000 pounds of food, water and ice,
75,000 pounds of baby formulaand more
than 400 passengers.

The call for help camein early September
and after Hurricane Katrina had delivered a
devastating blow to the Gulf Coast and its
residents.

Sixteen Army helicopters were called into
action. The aviation task force was dubbed
“Task Force Dake” after Staff Sgt. Stanley
B. Dake, afull timetechnician aircraft
mechanic who waskilled in amotor vehicle
accident Sept. 3 while on hisway to support
relief effortsat the Latham flight facility. The
helicoptersin TFD consisted of six UH-1V
Medevac Hueys and two CH-47 Chinooks
from Rochester, four UH-60 Black Hawks
from Albany and four UH-60 Black Hawks
from Islip. Aircrews included pilots, crew
chiefs, mechanicsand flight medics. Two
additional crewmembers were added to each
helicopter to load and unload passengers,
equipment and supplies.

“1"m extremely proud of our NYARNG
Aviation soldier’s ability to alert, mobilize
and safely deploy over 1000 miles 65 hours
after notificationand then commenceflight
operations upon arrival,” said Col. Michael
Bobeck, State Army Aviation Officer and
Task Force Dake commander.

Assisting in the deployment was the 105"
Airlift Wing and their C-5A Galaxy. The
aircraft carried maintenance equipment,
fuel trucksand support personnel enabling
thetask force to be self-sufficient during
theoperation.

All of their helicopters were originally
slotted to base at Gulfport, Miss., but the
air base ran out of space, so they operated
from Camp Shelby’ sHagler Army Air
Field, 60 miles North of Mississippi’s
coastline; the UH-1V Hueyswere staged at
Gulfport, though, to cover medical
evacuationsin southern Mississippi andin
eastern Louisiana. Rescue and resupply
unitswere staged there, too, facilitating the
advancement of relief assetsinto the
disaster areas.

“The devastation was widespread
encompassing the entire coast of
Mississippi, in some cases more than 60
milesinland,” Rodda said.

Aviation missions, Rodda said, were
generated from avariety of sources, and
many agencieswereinvolved.

“It was ajoint effort by all the agencies,”
Rodda said.

Mississippi Army National Guard
Soldiers shared their knowledge of the
geographic area, itsinfrastructure and its
residents’ limitations. They were, Rodda
said, paramount in providing a better
understanding of the disaster area.

Residents’ assistance needs varied and
included medications, medical
evacuations, food, potable water and ice.

“Seeing the overall devastation, first
hand, provided asense of urgency,” Capt.
Kevin Ferreira, Alpha-company
Commander, said. “ After weinteracted
with those in need, we were overwhelmed
with asense of accomplishment.”

Before aid-distribution centers were
established, Ferreira said, the helicopters
would approach landing zones, and
residents would pour into the arealooking
for aid, which made the helicopters
temporary distribution centers.

Members of the Army Corpsof Engineers
and Mississippi’ s State Surgeon Office

were flown to assessinfrastructure damage
and itspotential impact to human health and
health services. Reports of debris blocking
roadways, downed power lines or signs of
distress were relayed to their Command
Post and implemented into thefollowing
days' missions.

“The crews were ecstatic to be a part of
such an operation,” Chief Warrant Officer
4BruceHoffman, Acting Bravo-company
Commander, said. “ Their enthusiasmto
assist these victims proved instrumental to
our success,” he said. “People were so
thankful for the most basic necessities. One
gentleman stated he'd ‘ never throw away
hisleftover icein his [fast-food] cup
again’.”

“Thismissiontruly demonstrated the
capabilities of Army Guard Aviation to
support critical home land security and
support missions whether in New Y ork or
across the nation,” Bobeck said. [J

.

New York Army National Guard Soldiers load a
Army CH-47 Chinook helicopter in Mississippi
during their Task Force Dake deployment. Photo
courtesy of Task Force Dake.

One of two Army CH-47 Chinooks from Det. 1, B-
Co. 3/126 GSAB, Rochester is loaded with relief
supplies during Task Force Dake in Glufport,
Miss. Photo courtesy of Task Force Dake.
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Soldiers and Airman unload bags of ice from a New York Army National Guard Black Hawk helicopter

during hurricane Katrina relief operations in Mississippi. Photo courtesy of Task Force Dake.

105™ Airlift Wing delivers aid

By Staff Sgt John Gassler
105" Airlift Wing Public Affairs Office

STEWART AIRNATIONAL GUARD
BASE, Newburgh — From tornadoesand
tsunamisto ice stormsand hurricanesthe
105th Airlift Wing has a 20-year proven
track record of answering their call to duty.
Inlight of Hurricane Katrinaand the

massive damage | eft behind, the men and
women of the 105AW once again played a
vital rolein providing support, thistime to
the Gulf Coast region.

“Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama
need to be reconstructed. Thereis certainly
no clear sign how long that process might
take. However, New Y ork State and the
Hudson Valley can say with confidence the
105th Airlift Wing isdoing everything it
canto help. In order to bounce back from
Katrina, teamwork is needed on a national

scale. We are doing our part,” Brig. Gen.
DanaB. Demand, 105th Airlift Wing
Commander, said.

Asof October, the 105" Airlift Wing has
flown 57 sorties with its C-5 Galaxy
aircraft, transported roughly 750
passengers and delivered more than 2.5
million pounds of cargo to the Gulf Coast
region. Some of theitemsalready sent
included 40,000 |bs water purification
systems, military vehicles and desperately
needed rescue equipment.

“Our mission isto provide support, be it
transporting firefightersor delivering food

See 105AW, page 15

N.Y. deploys high tech
Communications Team

By 2" Lt. Amy Fires
Guard Times Staff

LATHAM — Weeksafter Hurricane
Katrina, Guard members of the 101% Signal
Battalion and the Directorate of
Information Management, here, deployedto
New Orleans Sept. 27 with high-speed
Army communicationseguipment called
“ISISCS’, or, Interim Satellite
CommunicationsIncident Site
Communications Set.

Their mission — to bring functional
communication systemsto the disaster area
— kept them at Bellchase, La., just outside
of New Orleans, until Oct. 25.

Theteam and equipment were |oaded
aboard two 109" Airlift Wing C-130
Hercules and airlifted from the Stratton Air
National Guard Base, Scotia. The nearly
seven-hour flight brought the operatorsand
their equipment directly to the Bellchase
flightline.

“It’shot there,” Guadalupe said, “[And]
unlike the wet conditions New Y ork [was]
seeing at thetime.”

“It was an exceptional missionand | am

honored to have worked with such an
excellent team,” Lt. Col. DanaWhaley,
ISISCS officer, said.

Their Army equipment was designed for
such missions. Enclosed in unmarked, gloss-
white utility trailers, and pulled by similar
looking trucks, thel SISCSrolling stock and
its operators provide high-tech
communication systemswherenoneexist.

I1SISCS’ mobileset of communications
hardware and support equi pment provide
on-site communications capabilitiesfor
enhanced command and control and shared
situational awareness among first responders
including State and Federal authorities.
When deployed, thel SISCS system hasthree
primary functions: Its“interoperability”
capability connects diverse voice
communications networks and devices used
by response agencies; “reach-back” mission
provides support to state and federal
National Guard networksand organizations
with managing incident responsibilities;
“command post integration” mission helps
incorporate an on-scene command-post

SeeICICIS, page 15

Above, Soldiers of N\YARNG's 101 Signal Battalion
and the Directorate of Information Managementdrive
towards relief helicopters at Bellchase, La. Photo
courtesy of the 101 Signal Battalion.

Right, a C-5 Galaxy lifts off from Albany International
Airport, Latham, N.Y., onits way to transport supplies
and equipment to Mississippi. Photo by Staff Sgt.
Mike R. Smith.
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109" Airlift Wing keeps
disaster relief moving

By Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith
Guard Times Staff

STRATTONAIRNATIONAL GUARD
BASE, Scotia, N.Y.— Early September
brought unscheduled airlift missionsfor
the 109" Airlift Wing nearly one month
before the 2005 Antarctic flying season as
hurricane Katrinacrippled the nation’s
Gulf Coast region.

Governor George E. Pataki mobilized
the New Y ork National Guard within
hours of the disaster, and up to seven C-
130 Hercules aircraft and aircrew aong
with 35 Airmen from Security Forces,
Chaplains, Aerial Port and the
Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron were
operating under hismobilization. These
Airmenfended through astorm of joint
relief operationsin New Orleans,
Mississippi and Texas safely, and with
teamaction.

On Sept. 9, two 139th Air Squadron
aircrews airlifted Connecticut Air
National Guard security forces personnel
and their gear from Bradley Air National
Guard Base, Conn., to Louisiana s Naval
Air Station Joint Reserve Air Base, a20
minute drive from the flooded areas of
downtown New Orleans.

Theairlift was part of the 139AS
ongoing Katrinarelief support inwhich
they transported morethan 520,000
pounds of cargo, flew over 90 sorties and
carried 480 personnel to storm damaged
areas.

Two C-130 Hercules aircrews worked
with the CANG's Airmen to load air cargo
at Bradley International Airport and made
aquick turnaround for NAS JRB New
Orleans. The air base’ s operations tempo

left no doubts on the community’ sneed for
support and theU.S. military’s
overwhelming response. A jambal aya of
fixed and rotary winged aircraft, vehicles
and personnel, operating inside and
outside of the station, dwarfed 139AS
aircrews and aircraft, there.

“Y ou should see [the operations] at
night,” Tech. Sgt. Ronald Jemmott, aircraft
mechanic, said. Jemmott said that
operating safely in such crowded airspace
requires skill and teamwork. “In relief
missions, you can’t be on the ground long
there isno space or maintenance support,”
Jemmottsaid.

Tech Sgt. Michael Cousineau,
loadmaster, said that 139AS aircrews are
trained and experienced in all kinds of
missions, including Staterelief missions;
asaloadmaster, Cousineau, along with
Senior Airman Patrick Bornt, managed the
air cargo and passengers on aircraft # 488.

“We [transport air cargo and passengers)
year round and work from aflying
calendar,” Cousineau said. “It'sniceto go
and perform [this] mission and help out.”

Theday’ sairlift was not without its
challenges: aminor maintenance problem
put Jemmott and flight engineer, Senior
Master Sgt. Mark O’ Lena, to work
evaluating and replacing an engineignition
relay on aircraft # 488 at the NAS JRB
flightline, but they arrived homethat night
with little delay.

He [Jemmott] wasthe hero today,
Cousineau said referring to Jemmott’s
mechanical ability and effort to get the
aircraft repaired and the aircrew home.

The Airmen had completed theround trip
relief mission, spanning more than 3000
miles, in nearly twelve hours. [

Air National Guard security forces fly aboard a 109" Airlift Wing C-130 Hercules enroute to New Orleans
and the hurricane Katrina relief operations there. Photos by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith.

An Airman with the 139" Airlift Squadron grabs a bag from a security forces Airman at Bradley Air
National Guard Base, Conn., during hurricane Katrina airlift operations.

Air Guard Security Forces
line up for storm victims

By Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith
Guard Times Staff

STRATTONAIRNATIONAL GUARD
BASE, Scotia— Just after Hurricane
Katrinalined up in the Atlantic Ocean to
pulverize the Gulf Coast with itswind,
rain and tidal flooding, New York’s
Security Forces Airmen made their own
lineup for New Orleans Sept. 3 to protect
and serve the rescue and relief operations.
Master Sgt. Timothy Kane, Master Sgt.
Harry Johnson, Master Sgt. Christopher
Short, Tech. Sgt. Patrick Hart, Staff Sgt.
ThomasFeeley and Staff Sgt. Damon
George, from the 109" Airlift Wing's
Security Forces Squadron, returned from
those operations Sept. 20. Over the course
of nearly three weeks, they teamed up with
convoystransporting suppliesthroughout
thecity, they flew on CH-47 Chinook
missionswith Bravo Company of the
159th Aviation Regiment’ s5th Battalion,
VirginiaArmy National Guard, and they

maintained theNew Y ork National
Guard’ steam player reputation by
working with fellow SFS professionals
from New Y ork’ s 174" Fighter Wing
Security Forces Squadron and other
security units, whatever the mission.

“On alot of our missions we were a
[joint] team of two Army Military
Policemen and two Air Force Security
Policemen,” said Master Sgt. Harry
Johnson. “ So, we got to see how [the
Army National Guard] worked, and it was
alearning process for both.”

Johnson said that their mission
developed aong with operations at Naval
Air Station Joint Reserve Air Base New
Orleansand its Bellchase, La., hurricane
relief operations.

“We were [initially] assigned as
Bellchase security with Soldiers from the
32" Military Police Company, [Wisconsin
Army National Guard],” Johnson said.

See SECURITY, page 19



Above, Lt. Col. DanaWhaley observesthe ISISCS
team as they setup mobile communications
equipment at Bellchase, La.

Right, an ISISCS team member connects
communication wires during relief operations.
Photos courtesy of the 101 Signal Battalion.

ISISCS, from page 13

communicationsinto asingle power.

“Other States' National Guard unitshave
these[systems] too,” Staff Sgt. Walter
Pahucki, | SISCS Guard member, said.

Pahucki explained that some states boast
two systems, which consist of atent,
generator, trailer and the communications
equipment needed to provide satellite
links for secure transmissions, print, copy,
faxing capabilitiesand more.

The ISISCS system alows usersvoice
and datacommunications and accessto
telephone systemsthrough radios, defense
messaging systemsand video
conferencing. Following natural disasters
like Katrina, this access can be critical
becauseit allows emergency managers
such as a State’ s Governor, the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, the
Department of Defense, State Guard units
and other relief agencies, communications
with each other.

At Bellchase, the | SISCS team provided
radio communicationsfor security forces
operating inside and outside of the Joint
Forces' Air Reserve Station, Staff Sgt.
Enrique Guadal upe, | S| SCSteam member
said. ThelSISCSteam additionally
provided a computer network for thelocal
operations center, and its operators set up
amorale welfare and recreation area that
alowed Soldiers and civilians telephone
and internet access. Furthermore, the
ISISCSsystem assisted inthe area’s
Single Channel Ground and Airborne
Radio System, securing its capability
between distances.

“Theworld of [the Army] signal [corps]
ischanging, and we all haveto stay sharp
on new technologies,” Pahucki said.
“People today want morethanjust ‘field
phones’.” [J

"In order to bounce back
from Katrina, teamwork
is needed on a national
scale. We are doing our
part."

—Brig. Gen. DanaB. Demand
105" Airlift Wing Commander

105AW, from page 13

and water,” Demand said. “ Several 105th
Medical Group and 213th Engineering
Installation Squadron personnel are
currently in Louisianaand they’ redoing an
excellent job. We will stay and we will
fly missions until directed otherwise,” he
said.

What exactly isahurricane? According
totheFederal Emergency Management
Agency website at www.fema.gov a
hurricaneis*“...atropical storm with
windsthat have reached a constant speed
of 74 m.p.h. or greater.” The Saffir/
Simpson Hurricane Scale, used to define
hurricane classes, is broken down into
five sections. Hurricane Katrina started as
acategory five with winds over 155
m.p.h., but it hit landfall asahigh-end
category four.

Tech. Sgt. Michael O’Halloran fromthe
105th MultimediaDepartment deployedto
Gulfport, Miss. Sept. 5 to capture video
and footage of the destruction for the

National Guard Bureau. What he
witnessed, he said, was “inconceivable.”

“Entire communities were washed
away. Debris was strewn miles inland.
Boats were swept by wind and
floodwater onto roads nowhere near the
coastline. | couldn’timaginethe same
thing happeningin New Y ork. Thelevel
of devastation was unbelievable. It was
like awrecking ball pummeled the entire
coast of Mississippi and spared nothing in
its path,” O’Halloran said.

Despite the chaos he witnessed from the
air, O'Halloran said relief operationsin
the areaseemed to be running smoothly.
“Gulfport reminded me of anold
Vietnam-eramovie, whereby helicopters
and pallets of cargo cluttered the air field
and thetraffic and commotion never
stopped. | was happy to see Guardsmen
participating in recovery operations. It
made mefeel proud to wear the uniform,”
he said.

Before Katrina, the last major hurricane
toimpact the southern U.S. wasa
Hurricane Andrew in August 1992.
According to FEMA that hurricane caused
approximately $27 billion in damagesto
Floridaand Louisiana. It further claimed
the lives of 58 people.

“Americahas along road to recovery
and it’ sgoing to taketime before citizens
can return to their homes and back to a
normal life. Inthewake or hurricane
Katrinaand theturmoil the storm caused,
all | can say iswe are glad to be a part of
the healing process,” Demand said. [J

Collectin gc lothin g forthedis P laced , volunteers at the Jamaica Armory, Queens, organize thousands of pounds of

clothing donations for victims of hurricane Katrina in September. The drive blossomed into an installation-wide fund-raiser with a growing group of
volunteers, and the group raised nearly $5,000. Photo by Sfc. Victor Lopez.
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Commissioner's hoNOr: Robert Pouch, left, Executive Director, Board of Commissioners of Pilots and Naval
Militia member presents a lithograph of the Pilot Boat N.Y. and the USS New York to Acting Adjutant General, Brig. Gen. F David
Sheppard and an accompanying citation from the Commissioners in the Adjutant General's reception area Sept. 7. The items honor
New York National Guard members for their service to State and Nation. Photo by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith.
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BRINDOU YOVAN
CAMACHOGEORGE
CANCEL CHRISTOPHER
CARROREDIL SEDAIII
CASTROJOSEMANUEL
CLEMENTJONATHANRULX
COFFIEJOSHUA EDWARD
COLE SHANNON RACHEL
DELGATTOJACK PAUL
DERUSHIANATHANALLEN
DOUGHERTY MARK RYAN
DUFKIN ANDREW J
FISHERDARRYL DEAN
GARVEY ALESHAFAY
GENTILEMICHAEL JR
GRITMANTHOMASJR
HERNANDEZTEDDY
HINESSTANLEY
INGRAHAM CHARLES JR
IZQUIERDOBARCCOA
KERSWILL JESSICA ANN
KIEVITMARK MAXWELL
LABUDA MARCDESMOND
LUGOSTEVE

145 0D COMAINT DSREAR
TROOPB 2-101 CAV (RSTA)
HHC (-) BSTB 27TH IN BDE
DET 1 CO B 2-108TH INF
102 MAINT CO

COA (DISTRO) 427TH BSB
187THENGINEERCO

HHC 427 BSB

HHC 642D MI BATTALION
69 IN BN 01 CO A REAR

CO C3-142D AVIATION

COA 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
642 MI BN HHC REAR
HHC1-101ST CAVALRY

69 IN BN 01 DET 1 HHCR
CO C (-) 1-69TH INF (M)
COA 1-101ST CAVALRY
TROOP C 2-101 CAV (RSTA)
HHC 101ST SIGNAL BN
CO G (FSC FA) 427TH BSB
MEDICAL COMMAND
COD 1-101ST CAVALRY
69N BN 01 HHC REAR

719 TRANS CO

CO G (FSC FA) 427TH BSB
642 MI BN HHC REAR

102 MAINT CO

69 IN BN 01 HHC REAR
DET 1CO B 2-108TH INF
NYARNG ELE JFHQ FWD 14
642 MI BN CO C REAR
BATTERY A 1-258THFA
AV HHCDIV AV BDEREAR
HHC 3RD BDE42ND 1D (M)
HHD 104THMPBN

69 IN BN 01 HHC REAR
133RD QM SUPPLY CO
466TH MEDICAL CO

719 TRANS CO
42HHCHVY DIV REAR
101 AR BN 01 CO D REAR
HHC (-) 2-108 INFANTRY
69 IN BN 01 HHC REAR

MASCIA CHRISTOPHER
MAYNARD CHADISSAC
MCRAEKATIELYN
MECCARIELLOKEVIN
MEDINARICHARD VIRGILIO
MELOLUISCARLOS
MINERO STEVEN JOSEPH
MITCHELL THOMASDAVID
MITROTASIOSCHRISNMN
NAYLORCHARLESJR
OBRIEN CHRISTOPHER
PAINOMATTHEW BRIAN
PIERREPETERSON RICOT
PLOOFTYLERWILLIAM
POTOCKI JOSEPH CHARLESIII
RAMOSERIC JOHN
RICHARDSNORDIA
RIDERDAVIDJUSTYN
RILEY DONNELL CHESTER
ROCHA FELIX THEODOREIII
ROETIMOTHY JAMES
ROSENDORNMATTHEW
ROWLAND SEANWALTER
RUIZ JOSEPH BENNY
SCELIAMICHAEL PAUL
SPINNERLEETHOMAS
STEINBERGADAM
STRATHEARN SEANALAN
TAVAREZ JASONALEXANDER
VARGASJUANLUIS
VAZQUEZBERALDO
WHITEMATTHEWALLAN
WOLFEGAVINJAMES

PRIVATE2
ALBEKERBARRY SCOTT
AULICINOMATTHEW MARK
BARBOURJAMESALLEN
BIVINSADAM TERRY
BORGESRAYMOND
BUTLERDANIELLEBRIE
CLARK DIANEMIOSHA
COLON ANNEMARIE
CONKLIN KENNETH
CUMMINGSKASEY

COA 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
CO B 204 ENGR BN

642 CSBN HSC REAR

HHD 104TH MPBN

466TH MED CO AREA SUP
HHD 104TH MPBN
HHC1-101ST CAVALRY

COD 2-108TH INFANTRY
69 IN BN 01 HHC REAR
COC (-) 2-108TH INFANTRY
4TH PERSONNEL SVCDET
NYARNGELEMENT JFHQ
133RD QM SUPPLY CO
466TH MED CO AREA SUP
COD 2-108TH INFANTRY
COE 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
145 OD CO MAINT FWD
MEDICAL COMMAND
442D MILITARY POLICECO
HHC 427 BSB

COA (DISTRO) 427TH BSB
69 IN BN 01 HHC REAR
133RD MAINTENANCE CO
COE 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
COD 1-101ST CAVALRY
NYARNG ELE JFHQ FWD 14
69 IN BN 01 HHC REAR
COA 2-108TH INFANTRY
HHC 101ST SIGNAL BN
442D MILITARY POLICECO
442D MILITARY POLICECO
COD 2-108TH INFANTRY
442D MILITARY POLICECO

HHC1-101ST CAVALRY
CO C(-) 638 SPT BN

HHD 501ST ORD BN EOD
442D MILITARY POLICECO
101 ARBN 01 CO D REAR
42HHCHVY DIV REAR

CO B 101ST SIGNAL BN

CO C(-) 638 SPT BN

50 CSBN CO B DET 1R
COA 2-108TH INFANTRY

DOMINIKEITHPATRICK
DOWISAMMON CLAYTON
FIELDDANIELLECHERI
FLOYD COLIELEON
FREDA JOHN VINCENT
GONSALVESCHRISTINEE
GOTAY BARRY MARTIN
GURLEY ROBERT JACOB
HENDEL JEFFREY
HIGGINSMATTHEW CLARK
HOMMEL ROBERTLLOYD
HUSSAIN SAAD

JACKSON MAURICEGRANT
JOSLYNMATHEW
KENNEDY KANASH
LESPINASSEANTHONY
MANGANIELLOIAN
MARTH CHRISTOPHERJR
MILANOTIMOTHY JAMES
MOOREDOUGLASR
MULLEY THOMASMICHAEL
NEPTON EDWARD JOSEPH
NOLANKEITHMICHAEL
NORTON DOUGLASPHILIP
PERKINSRICHARD
PIERSON DEANNA MARIE
POLLACK DAVID JUNIOR
QUARTIERRYANDAVID
RAMOSKENNETH

RANKIN JOSHUA STEPHEN
RICHARDSMARIEMARION
SANCHEZ JULIO
SANTANA WILSON JR
SCIAMMETTA FRANK
SHAVALIERBRIANJAMES
SIMMONSWAYNEKEITH
SLATERJOSHUA GEORGE
SMITHAARONANTHONY
SMITHADAM CHRISTOPHER
STICKLEJOSHUA REID
TAVAREZ AMIN JOSE
TORRESMARCOA
ULLRICHJAMESSTEWART
YOHESTEVEN CLIFFORD

DET 1 CO C 204TH EN BN
CO C 3-142D AVIATION
29AGHHD PSCREAR
133RD QM SUPPLY CO

CO C(-) 638 SPT BN

DET 2 CO B 638 SPT BN
COE 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
206TH MP COMPANY
105TH MP CO

COB (MAINT) 427TH BSB
69 IN BN 01 HHC REAR
MEDICAL COMMAND
1156TH ENGR CO PO
466THMED CO AREA SUP
DET 1HHCBSTB 27TH IN
DET 1CO B 2-108TH INF
COA 101ST SIGNAL BN
TROOP C 2-101 CAV (RSTA)
101 AR BN 01 CO D REAR
CO G (FSC FA) 427TH BSB
DET 1CO B 2-108TH INF
107TH MP CO (-)

69 IN BN 01 DET 1HHC R
CO C (-) 2-108TH INFANTRY
BATTERY B 1-258THFA
HHC(-) 3-142D AVIATION
69 IN BN 01 CO A REAR
222D MP CO (-)

69 IN BN 01 CO A REAR
HHT 2-101 CAV (RSTA)
1569TH TRANS CO

69 IN BN 01 CO A REAR
DET 1107TH MPCO

COE 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
TROOPB 2-101 CAV (RSTA)
COE (FSC INF) 427TH BSB
COA (DISTRO) 427TH BSB
222D MP CO (-)

222D MP CO (-)

642MI BN HHC REAR

69 IN BN 01 CO A REAR
COE 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
DET 1CO B 2-108TH INF
187THENGINEERCO

101 AR BN 01 CO D REAR

206 CSHHD CSB FWD

37THFINANCEDET

642MI BN HHC FWD 3

SSG DAVIESTHOMASFRANCIS

102 MAINT CO
SGT BEIRMANCHARLESERNEST
SGT MERRY ROBERTALAN

105TH MPCO

SGT  BILSKIMARTIN JOSEPH
MSG CONROY WILLIAMT

SPC DRAINROBERTBLAINEJR
MSG GRINSELL CHRISTOPHERG
SGT WENDEL JOSEPHDONALD
SGT YEHLMICHAEL ARTHUR

107THMILITARY POLICECO(-)
SGT MCKINNEY JAMESARTHUR

1156TH ENGR CO PORT OPENING
SPC BARCIAPHILIPMICHAEL

SPC GRABOWSKIROBERT ANTHONY

SPC  RUSSELL WILLIAM ANTHONY
SPC TROMBLEY JAREDIAN

Cco

EON

UMPTRUCK
MEKOADRIAN

VIATION
DDINJR
TRICK

K JOSEPH
CARL

SGT COLON ORLANDOJR
SSG LOMBARDIDENNISSCOTT
SPC  RIVERAMARTINEZHECTORD

206THMILITARY POLICECOMPANY
SSG SMITHDEAN

222DMILITARY POLICECO(-)
SSG BENNETTBRIAN JOHN
SPC FLORAPHILLIPJAMES
1SG RIVERAERNESTOE

249TH MED CO AIR AMBULANCE (-)
SPC CAVANAGH DESMOND JOSEPH
SGT DUCLOSJOANN GINNA

SSG FELLOWSHAL EDWARD

SGT JANESBRETTALLEN

258 FABN 1BTRY C 155 SP
SPC LOUISPATRICK

27TH INF (BCT)
SFC BRENNANRONALD CHARLES

29 AG HHD PSC REAR

SPC CHERNOGORECJUSTINLEE
SGT RAINEY JOHNATHANMICHAEL
SPC  WRIGHTRACHEL LYNN

29TH PERSONNEL SERVICEDET
SPC BUCCILLI CORINNA ANN

2ND CIVIL SUPPORT TEAM (WMD)
SGT CAUTELASALVATOREJOSEPH

SGT RIOSFELIX

SPC  VILLACRESZOMORA ALFONSOMAR

42HHCHVY DIV FWD
SGM HIGGITT PAUL JEROMEJR
SSG SECORLISAM

42D INFANTRY DIV BAND (-)

SSG ALEXANDERRICHARDARTHUR
SGT CIRAOLOVINCENT

SSG GILLERANKIMBERLY LEHUA
SGT ORTEGA JUANALBERTO

442DMILITARY POLICECO

SGT AHAMADKIRONANTHONY
SSG MENDEZALFREDO

SGT ROSSPETERBRUCE

SGT VILLARSANTO

SPC  WATKINSMARCUSLEROY

466TH MEDICAL COAREA SUPPORT
SPC COLLINSJOHN MICHAEL

SSG DAWKINSEARL ANTHONY
SPC  KENYONKELLY MARIE

642 CSBN HSC FWD
SGT ARROYOSANTIAGORITO
SSG GARCIADAVISFRANCIS

642 CSBN HSC FWD 3
SPC  BROWNROYCEJENNIFER
SGT CRUZPEDROJULIO

642 CSBN HSC REAR
SFC VANBUSKIRKMICHAEL LYNN

MSG SCOTTHARRY RICHARD

69 IN BN 01 CO B REAR

SPC

ROMEROEDGARADOLFO

69 IN BN 01 DET 1HHC REAR

SPC

BEACHKEEGAN JACOB

69 IN BN 01 HHC REAR

SGT
SGT

CAMPANA CESARA
MACY WILLIAM CRAIG

719 TRANS CO (MDM TRK CGO)

SSG
SPC
SSG

PAULINOTOMASF
RAMOSLUISANGEL
RAMOSTONY

727TH MP DET LAW AND ORDER

SPC
SPC
SPC
SGT

HERNANDEZ JAMESGREGORY
SANTOSKY DEANA MARIE
SIRETTEDISONAUSBERTO
TOMPKINSDANIEL SCOTT

7TTHFINANCEDET

SFC

PERRY EDWARD BURKLEY

BATTERY A 1-258TH FA

SSG
PFC

DIGESOMICHELE
FISHERDARRYL DEAN

BATTERY B1-258THFA

SPC

ALMONTEJOSEIGNACIO
CANCEL WILLIAM
FOULKESGEORGEL
JOHNSON ERICRONALD
RODRIGUEZ CARLOSB
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SPC SANTIAGOGEORGEDAVIS
SPC SAUNDERSTHOMAS

CAMPSMITH TRAINING SITE

SGT MATAMOROSFERNANDO
SGT ROBERTOMARIAHELENA
SGT SHAKESEDWARD GEORGEJR

CO A (DISTRO) 427TH BSB

SPC ADLEJAEWILLIAM

SSG ALLISONTIMOTHY MICHAEL
SGT KENDALL JOHNATHANRONALD
SSG  STANLEY JERRY

COA1-101ST CAVALRY
SPC PERSAUDVINCENTJAMES

COA1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
SPC CONDEDAVID ANTHONY
SPC DIAZSERVIOJR

SPC MEHNERTDARRYL JASON
SSG MENDENHALL STANFORD

COA2-108THINFANTRY
SGT TUCKERJOHNJAMESJR

COA3-142DAVIATION
SPC CATEL MAURICEGEORGEIV

CO A() 204 ENGR BN
SGT  FRISBEEMICHAEL HUGH

SPC  HARDERROBERTBURNETTEIV
SPC MORROW DAVID SCOTT

SPC  SEARFOSSJAMESHOWARD

COB (-) 2-108TH INFANTRY
SPC HOLMESSHANEALAN
SFC STONEARNOLDALBERTJR

CO B (MAINT) 427TH BSB

SPC BEAVERCHRISTOPHERDENNIS
SPC BROOKSBRYANKEITH

SGT  JOHNSON IRA JOSEPH

COB1-69TH INFANTRY (M)

SGT DAVIDSONMATTHEW MICHAEL
SPC FLAHIVESHANNONDONALD
SSG WIWCZARTIMOTHY VICTOR

CO B 101ST SIGNAL BN
SSG NEGRONHECTORM
SPC  WATSON ERICEDWARD

CO B 204 ENGR BN

SPC CONNELLY CHRISTOPHERB
SPC JOHNSON BRANDY NICOLE
SSG MEINSCOTTMATTHEW
SPC  RUTERZACHARIASJOHN
SPC STONEROGERLEE

COB3-142D AVIATION
SPC KLOBUSCARREY ANN

JUSTIN

1AM

CO C (-) 204TH ENGR BN
SPC  GAITHERKENNETHDAVID
SGT HEADLEY GAVINLLOYD
SPC  NUNEZJOSEDANILO

SPC  PETERSON JOHN EDWARD

COC1-105INF
SSG GOODRIDGESEAN RAPHAEL

CO C 101ST SIGNAL BN
SPC  HANNIFORD MARCELLAALBERTHA
SGT SANTANGELORICHARD

COC3-142DAVIATION
SSG PUGLIESEROBERT JOSEPH

CO C(-) 638 SPT BN
SGT COLONMICHAEL
SPC PENAPABLO

CO D (FSC RSTA) 427TH BSB
SPC RODRIGUESRAFAEL JR

COD2-108TH INFANTRY
SSG DUNNBRIANMANSFIELD

COE (FSC INF) 427TH BSB

SFC BELLDOUGLASP

SGT JAMESGEORGESTEVEN

SGT LOBALBOGREGALFRED

SPC SHELANSKEY KEVIN DREW JR
SPC  SMITHCHARLESROBERT

SPC  GOLDHECHTDAVIDYEHOSHUA
SGT LESANECRAIGMARC

SPC MCGUIREPHILIP

DET 1272D CHEMICAL CO
SPC DACOSTAGOMEZHENRY THOMAS
SPC  ELLISON JOSEPH PJR

DET 1CO A 204 ENGR BN
SGT DUNNBERNARD

DET 1CO C 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
SGT LEARNIHANJAMESMICHAEL

DET 1CO C2-108TH INFANTRY
SPC HUDSPATHBRIAN JUDE
SGT MCLEANARTURIO

DET 1HHB 42DIVARTY
SGT LESLIEJUSTINMATTHEW

DET 1HHC 1-69TH INF (M)

SPC  BROWNMATTHEW SCOTT
SGT JOHNSON NORRISJ

SGT MARTHIASAMUELE

MSG STEWARTGARY L

RT GROUP

FRANCISJR

BDEBCT
NTRAVIS

SSG RHINEVAULTNEILJONJR

HHB 1-258TH FIELDARTILLERY
SSG DAVISRANDOLPH

SPC DELICESCAMILLE

SGT RHODESKENNETHELLISJR
CPL  SINGHDEO

HHC (-) 2-108INFANTRY

SPC NARBON JEFFREY SCOTT
SSG OLLERENSHAW FRANCISS
SPC  SCALISEVINCENTPETER

HHC (-) BSTB 27TH IN BDE (BCT)
SGT  NOSBISCHLINDA RUTH

HHC 1-101ST CAVALRY

SGT CHINGMICHAEL IVAN

SPC LETOHICJAMESRAYMOND
SGT PERALTA SAMUEL ENRIQUE

HHC 101ST SIGNAL BN

1SG JUAREZELIZABETHA
SSG MORALESMARIA

SGM SPRINGHORNWALTON S

HHC 107TH SUPPORT GROUP(-)
SFC PESSOANN PATRICIA

HHC 27TH AREA SUPPORT GROUP
SSG RAY SHANNON M

HHC 3/142AVNFWD 5
SGT BAGROWSKISTANLEY JOE

HHC 3RD BDE 42ND ID (M)
SFC RATKADANIELJ
1SG  YOHNWILLIAME

HHC 42INDIV(-)

SGT AYCOTTFREDERICK C

SGT BAILEY DAVIDALAN

SSG BROWNREGINA AMELIA

SPC  BURDICK MICHAEL JEFFREY
SGT  CWIKLINSKI KEVIN MARK
SSG DRAKECHRISTOPHER

SSG GRZELEWSKI COLLEENANN
SFC MULLIGANPAULA

SFC PEARSON DAVIDMICHAEL
SFC ROBERSONAUGUSTUSIII

SSG RODRIGUEZ JUANANTHONY
SGT  SHOEMAKERCOREY HARRY
SGT  SMITHTAMARALYNN

SFC SPANTONRONALDWILLIAM JR
SFC SYLVANOSCARANTHONY
SSG TORRESWILFREDO

SSG TOWSEPETERKENNETH

SSG WINDLEY TRACEY TERRANCE

HHC 427 BSB
MSG MALLETDEBORAFAYE

SGT
SPC
SGT

ELVINGTON EDWIN FORREST
GRIECOCHRISTOPHER
VEIHDEFFERMICHAEL SCOTT

HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)

SPC
SGT
SPC
SPC

CASTROROBERT
CEVALLOSGOMEZ ALEX RODRIGO
CHAPILLIQUENGALLARDOA
CORDOVA WILFREDOII
HAYESWILLIAMR

JOHNSON RICHARD DAVID
MEDEROSVICTORJR
MONTEZUMA LEONCIORAUL
WILSON GREGORY

HHC(-)3-142DAVIATION

AMBERGERNICHOLASFREDERICK
CLARKJAMESALLEN
MALIZIAANTHONY

MCNAB STUART JAMES

HHD 104THMILITARY POLICEBN

BLASSMICHAEL JOSEPH
HAWORTHANDREW JASON
MASSAROJERID ALAN JOSEPH
MORRISSEY CHRISTOPHER JOHN
SHEEHY PATRICK ANTHONY

HHD 27TH FINANCE BN

SPC

DISEN JUAN CARLOS

HHD 369TH CORPS SPT BN

SFC

MARTINEZ JACQUELINE

HHD ENGINEER BDE 421D

SGT
SGT
SGT

FLICK KATRINAELISABETH
MARSHALL BRANDON EUGENE
SMITHREBECCALYNN

HHT 2-101CAV (RSTA)

SGT
SGT

KNEUT CHRISTOPHERMICHAEL
TUCKERMICHAEL LYNN

HQ 53D TRP CMD

SSG

JOHNSONPRISCILLALYNNETTE

HQS106TH REGIMENT (RTI)

SFC

DONOVAN ANDREW JOSEPH

HSC 642D SUPPORT BN

MSG
SSG
SGT
SPC
SGT

DEJESUSTIBURCIO
FORMANARTHURS

REDFERN RONNIE
SWARTZENBERGERICJOHN
WANAT CHRISTOPHERKAZIMIR

MEDICAL COMMAND

SGT
SGT

BIBEAUNICOLLERENEE
PROVOST WILLIAM JOHN

NYARNGELEMENT JOINT FORCEHQ

HAMMOND JOHN JAMES

MISERICORDIA MARCJ
STOPHERPAUL

SPC
MSG

RETENTION CMD
ESM

RDMARTIN

ICK MICHAEL

PHRICHARD JR
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Rotations, from page 10

communities and, in the case of Guard and
Reserveforces, their civilianemployers, he
said.

TheupcomingrotationcontinuestheArmy’s
12 months" boots-on-the-ground” policy goa
for the more than 79,000 Soldiers affected
andwill notincreasethemobilization period
for the reserve forces, Venable said.

More than 5,000 Marines to be affected
will maintaintheir seven-month deployment
cycle, hesaid.

The ultimate goal is for these forces, as
part of Multinational Force Irag, to help
maintainthesecurity environmentuntil Irag's
security forcesare capable of assuming full

Centers, frompage 10

theDepartment of Veterans[Affairs] andthe
clinical side of the VA,” Raza said.

He called the center “a safe, friendly
environmentlocatedwithinthecommunity.”

“It'sagood placeto be,” Razaexplained,
“and your counselor knows exactly what
you' regoing through, because most of your
counselors are combat vets.”

Those hesitant to talk about readjustment
issues — emotional trauma or family
problems, for example — for fear of
jeopardizing training or promotion
opportunitiesshouldn’t worry, hesaid. The
Vet centersdon’ t sharerecordswithanyone.
So what is said stays between the veteran
and the counsel or, Razaemphasi zed.

Originally established in 1979 to assist

Security, frompage 13

Johnson and his colleagues performed
security dutiesthere and escorted ground
convoys of medical personnel,
distinguished visitors, and equipment and
suppliesentering thecity.

“Weinitially thought [Bellchase] would
be a setup point for evacuees,” Master
Sgt. Timothy Kanesaid. But the evacuees
did not show, and the Airmen concentrated
on the staging areawherejoint forces
gathered relief suppliesincluding MREs
and drinking water for transport.

A high pointinthe State humanitarian
mission came when they were asked to
provide CH-47 Chinook air security on
flightstransporting search and rescue
teams. Johnson explained that they secured
the 159" s landing sites and assisted with
whatever its aircrews needed. Then they
were asked to help out when the Bravo
Company flyers picked up evacueesat the
New Orleans Convention Center and
transported themtotheinternational
airport.

“Theaircraft commander saw how useful
we were helping the evacuees, so he
requested usto fly along on [additional]
missions,” Johnson said.

Johnson and K ane described the people
who had ridden out the storm and were

responsihility, Venable explained. Good
progressisbeingmadeinthat effort, hesaid,
notingthat morethan 210,000 I ragi security
forces are now trained and equipped.

Onelragi army division, four brigadesand
23 battalionscurrently havetheoperational
lead in their areas, Venable said. Another
division, nine brigades and about 50
battalionsareexpectedtobeready toassume
lead responsibility by January.

Asthey increaseinnumbersand capability,
Iraq’ ssecurity forcesaredemonstrating solid
professional performance, Venablesaid. He
citedtheir solid contributiontorecent combat
operations in Tal Afar and the western
EuphratesRiver Valley and during the Oct.
15 constitutional referendum. [J

Vietnam veterans, the centers are user-
friendly, said Charlie Flora, associated
directory of the Vet Center program’'s
readjustment counseling service.

“They areintegratedintothecommunity,”
he said. “We have no waiting lists to see
people, (and) we provide community
outreach, education, case management,
referral services and professional
counseling.”

The centers also provide psychotherapy
for war trauma and social, family and
economicreadjustment problems, Florasaid.
But outreach iskey to veteransdiscovering
any of these services.

Whilemost veteransthat Razahastalkedto
tendtobefromreservecomponents, hesaid,
the program is available to all combat
veterans, including active duty, for life.

helped into the helicopter’ s confined cabin
for arescue from the city: “Some were
praying, some were crying, some stared
straight ahead,” Kane said. Onelittle girl,
Johnson said, said “thank you” to them.

“1"ll won't forget that,” Johnson said.
“They had lost everything, but they were
thefriendliest people ... they wanted to
shake our handsand thank usfor being
there.”

“The medevacs were very rewarding,
we saw we were accomplishing something
there,” Kane said.

Back at Bellchase, Kane said the aircraft
were delivering cargo to the airfield, one
after another. “ The helicopters were
everywhere,” Kane said. “The aircrews,
the pilots and loadmasters, were working
very hard.”

Tointegrate operational risk
management, the Airmen said they were
briefed on the proper rules of engagement
before every operation, including how to
handlesituationsthat might ariseduring
the course of the mission. They kept
hydrated in the oppressive heat, which,
Kane said, dissipated with an occasional,
but welcomed, breeze.

“One of our main challenges was that
everyonewas armed, including civilians,”
Johnson said. “I can’t say | blame them,
they weretrying to protect themselvesand

THINK WARRANT OFFICER ... THINK TECHNICAL EXPERT
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officer program.

to $6000 are available for many
vacancies throughout New York.
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no Secret!

Warrant Officers are in demand.
The New York Army National Guard is

looking for applicants into its warrant

Affiliation and appointment bonuses up
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Discover why many
Guard members
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NYARNG warrant
officer program for
its career options!

Callforinformation:
Contact Warrant Officer 3
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518-786-6822

“If avet needs somebody to tak to, then
that’ swhat we' reherefor,” Razasaid.“ Y ou
can tell if someone has something that they
need to talk about just by looking in their
eyes. Those people, we kind of try to

their families.”

At night, the New Y orkers gathered at
their berthing in an aircraft hanger and
shared theday’ s experiences. Johnson and
Kane said New York’s 139" Air
Squadron provided cots for them sleep on
along with any gear and equipment they
needed or requested.

“We appreciated the 109AW'’ s support,

encourage them to seek some kind of, any
kind of, help.”

Todate, thereadjustment counseling service
has seen about 45,000 global war on terror
veterans and their families, Florasaid. [

and the 139" went above and beyond to
get uswhat we needed,” Kane said. “The
helicopter unit was good to us as well.”
We couldn’t have doneit without Capt.
AnnaVillanueva s[109AW Security
Forces Commander] and theWings' help,
Johnson said. For their own efforts,
Security Forces Airmen may have passed
that help in ways we will never know. [J

York Army National Guard.

G-RAP some $$%

with the Guard Recruiting Assistance Program

New York Army National Guard Soldiers can earn up to $2,000
for every personthey refer to a Recruiter who enlists into the New

Upon enlistmentthe Recruiter Assistants will receive aninitial $1,000
payment. The subsequent$1,000 paymentwill occur upon completion of AIT
for non-prior service recruits or after the Soldier completes a prerequisite
number of drills for prior service Soldiers. Any M-day, New York Army
Guardsmen can choose to participate in this program by becoming a part-time
Recruiter Assistant. Active Guard Reserve, Federal Technicians or those on

ADSW orders are currently not eligible.

For more details and to register,
visit www.guardrecruitingassistant.com




LIEUTENANT COLONEL
ALDEN, JOHN M JR
ARCATE, JOSEPHE
BARZAC,VALENTINEG
BEDORE,KURTM
BRETON, PAULA

CAREY,BARTHOLOMEW JJR

DECKER,DOUGLASA
DEWEY,WADEF
ELVIN, PERRY K
KENNY,EDWARD P
KILGORE,ROBERT G
KOBIERSKI, TADEUSZE
LASELLA,PATRICKF
OFARRELL, THOMASK
STUART,MARIANNEJ
TOWNSEND, FRANCISL

MAJOR

BARROWS, JONATHAN S
KOCH, ERICJ
TRACY,KEVINP

CAPTAIN
ARMS,MICHAEL P
BAKER,STEVENB
BARRIOS, DONNA M
HALL,KELLY M
PAUL,WESLEY J

1ST LIEUTENANT
BAKER, CHRISTOPHERJ
HUGGINS,MICHAEL M
SALA,MATTHEWJ
SWEENEY, JEFFREY M
TAYLOR,JASONB
ZIELINSKI,DAVIDL

2NDLIEUTENANT
ABBOTT,RYANM

CHAN, MICHAEL
CORNER, JEREMY M
MARCHEGIANI,DANIEL E
ROARK, MICHAEL EJR
SHEEHAN, PATRICEL
THOMAS WILLIAM G

CHIEFMASTER SERGEANT

ADICKES, PETERKE
CLARK,ALLENL
JEFFERS,EDWARDL 111

SENIORMASTER SERGEANT

BUCHWALD, STEVENJ
DEYO,DAVIDN

DITRO, JOHN F
GRAHAM,MARK D
MORRELL,DONALDRJR
PROIETTI,DEODATOA
SOMMERLAD, SUSAND

MASTER SERGEANT
BABCOCK, JAMESG JR

109AW
105AW
174FW
109AW
109AW
106RW
174FW
174FW
105AW
105AW
107ARW
109AW
105AW
105AW
174FW
106RW

109AW
107ARW
174FW

109AW
105AW
105AW
174FW
174FW

106RW
106RW
109AW
105AW
174FW
109AW

174FW
107ARW
107ARW
109AW
174FW
109AW
107ARW

106RW
107ARW
107ARW

107ARW
174FW
174FW
174FW
109AW
109AW
105AW

105AW
107ARW
105AW
105AW
105AW
109AW
109AW
105AW
106RW
107ARW
109AW
109AW
174FW
174FW
109AW
106RW
105AW
105AW
105AW
174FW

105AW
106RW
106RW
106RW
106RW
109AW

Air Guard Promotions

FLANDERS,GLENP 174FW BRUCCULERI,JAMESA 106RW
GALANE,GEORGE 106RW BUCCI,LYNETTEM 109AW
GIVENS, WILLIAM JI11 105AW CINCOTTA, JOHN A 106RW
GRIFFIN, TIMOTHY D 107ARW DASCOMB, MARK J 107ARW
HANLEY,KIM S 105AW DELVECCHIO, CHRISTOPHERA 109AW
HAYGOOD, DEANNA L 105AW DIXON,WILLIAM A 107ARW
HUEGEL,GLENL 174FW FLEMING,JAMESR 174FW
HUNT,VICTORIA 106RW GLINSKI,PAUL B 107ARW
KEARNEY,PATRICK T 106RW GONSOWSKI, JOSEPH R 107ARW
KIRBY,JACQUELINEM 105AW GRAZIANO, CHRISTOPHERA 174FW
LECLAIR,DAVIDE 174FW GU,WEI 105AW
LEE,JAMESY 106RW HAMBSCH, JEFFREY C 106RW
LEWIS, JOSEPH D 107ARW HASSELL,ERROL FJR 105AW
MICARI,BRIAN S 106RW HULLSIEK,JONATHANC 174FW
MILLER,YOLANDAD 105AW JACOBS, JEFFREY D 105AW
PAPASSO, MICHAEL F 109AW KAMBIC,NATHAN F 174FW
QUINN, JOHN P 105AW KREFT,MICHAEL JB 174FW
SKONBERG, JASON E 105AW LARUE,STEVENC 174FW
SPADAVECCHIA, JOSEPHA 106RW LEWIS,BENJAMINW 174FW
SPIESS, THEODOREF 105AW LEWIS, TOMMY LEEJR 174FW
VALLSDELOSREYES,FRANK V 109AW LOFARO, CHRISTOPHERP 105AW
VARELA,SEANP 106RW LOFTUS, SHAWNM 105AW
WALKER, SCOTTD 174FW LOUGEE,RANDY A 174FW
WALSH, JAMESF 105AW PIERCE,MATTHEWD 109AW
WHALEN,MATTHEW P 174FW RAGUSO, CHRISTOPHERJ 106RW
REICH, THOMASG 105AW
STAFFSERGEANT ROGERS,KATHLEEN 109AW
ACOSTA, VICTORIANO 106RW ROUGEUX, PATRICKM 105AW
BALDASSARI,ANASTASIAMARYA 105AW SANDERS, BRUCEL 106RW
BALDWIN, SARAH 105AW SCHWEIZER, REBECCA L 174FW
BASKIEWICZ,KRZYSZTOFJ 105AW SFERRAZZA,SALVATOREJR 106RW
BASS,CARROLL L 109AW TERRY,DAWNM 174FW
BLACK,STEPHENJ 109AW TIBBETTS,MICHAELA 105AW

Inremembrance of g/ll, anAmerican Flag waves over Ground Zero on the fourth anniversary of the World Trade
Center Attacks in Manhattan. Photo by Lester Milman.
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WARNER, SHANEW 109AW
WRIGHT, DANIEL L 174FW
SENIOR AIRMAN

BARTLEY,JASONC 105AW
BRANNIGAN, JOHN A JR 109AW
CERUTTI,BENJAMINR 105AW
COSTANDI, JOSEPH N 109AW
CURLEY,ANTHONY K 107ARW
FRANK, ANDREW P 105AW
GARRISON,ALISAA 105AW
GOMES, GREGORY FRANCIS 105AW
GRAFER,KEVINJ 105AW
HARRIES, FRED H 105AW
KEEGAN, TRAVISA 174FW
LAVIN, SHAWNA 109AW
MADISON, ROBERT J 109AW
MCGRATH, JOLIM 174FW
MCMULLEN, GREGORY M 109AW
MENZIES, JOSHUA D 109AW
PACENZA,MICHAEL EJR 105AW
REAGANIII,EARL E 105AW
RYDER,LUKEB 109AW
SORRENTINO, ROBERT 106RW

106" Training
Regiment offers
2006 courses

JOINT FORCES HEADQUARTERS, Latham --The
followingisalist of coursesthat 106th Regiment, here, is
offeringfor fiscal year 2006. All of thecoursesarelisted on
at www.dmna.state.ny.us/arng/starc.html. If you are
interested in one of the following courses and meet the
prerequisites to enroll, speak with your supervisor and
training noncommissioned officer at your unit, and request
to beenrolled. If you have specific questionsin regardsto
any of thecoursespleasecontact: Master Sgt. Tracey Krom,
914-788-7333; or 1% Lt. LonaEdgecombe, 914-788-7342;
or Lt. Col. Brian DeReamer, 914-788-7429.

Officer Candidate School- FY 07 Traditional Program
School Code: 1006

CourseNumber: OCS

Class # 001

Phase 0

Location: Camp Smith

Dates: IDT Apr. 29 — 30, 2006; June 3 — 4, 2006
Phase 1

Location: Camp Rell, Conn.

Dates: ADT July 15— 29, 2006

ith
. 2006 — May 2007 — All MUTA five

lenning, Ga. — Annual Training
2007

cer Candidate School
4
0ocCs

cClelland, Ala. — Active Duty Training
ov.19—20and Dec. 10—11 2005 at Camp

14, 2006 — Mar. 11, 2006
cClelland, Ala. — Active Duty Training

r. 29 -30 and Jun. 3—4, at Camp Smith
10, 2006 — Aug. 5 2006

SWANSON, LISA D 105AW
TORRES, CHRISTOPHERE 105AW
WOLF,RYANA 109AW
AIRMAN FIRST CLASS
ALVAREZ,MICHELLEV 109AW
BADOLATO,MICHAELJ 107ARW
BIVIANO,BRIANA 174FW
BOATMAN, STEPHEN CJR 174FW
BUCKMAN, TERRENCEW 174FW
BUSSE,NICOLEM 106RW
CALKINS,RUTHA 174FW
ELLINGER,ERICL 174FW
FERRY,JORDANE 107ARW
GILLETTE,BRIANF 174FW
JANES, CRAIGW 105AW
JANUSZKA, TRACEY A 174FW
KEOHANE,ZACHARY T 174FW
KOWALCZYK,SARAHC 107ARW
LEE,MICHAELR 109AW
MANG,RYANA 107ARW
MARKEL,NATHANE 107ARW
MERRILL,ANDREWP 174FW
MEYER, TYLERL 174FW

Basic Non-Commissioned Officer Course: Common Core
School Code: 1006

CourseNumber: 600-BNCOC

Class # 002

Location: Camp Smith

Dates: ADT May 7 —21, 2006

Basic Military Police Reclassification
School Code: A191

Course Number: 191-31B10(R)
Class # 001

Location: Camp Smith

Dates: ADT Mar. 29 — Apr. 9, 2006

Cavalry Scout (HMMWYV) Reclassification
School Code: 1006

Course Number: 171-19D10
Class# 001 — 19D

Phase 1

Location: Camp Smith

Dates: ADT Mar. 31— Apr. 9, 2006
Class # 002-19D

Phase 1

Location: Fort Drum

Dates: ADT Aug. 6 — 16, 2006
Phase 2

Location: Fort Drum

Dates: ADT Aug. 16 — 30, 2006

Armor Crewman (M1/M1A1) Reclassification
School Code: 1006
Course Number: 171-19K 10

Apr. 9, 2006

19, 2006, Apr. 21 — 23, 2006

MITER,JUSTINT 109AW
MORSE, JOSHUA D 174FW
NEWTON, ANNA J 109AW
OAKEY,JOSHUA D 109AW
OLIVER,EMILY K 174FW
PASSAGE, JOSHUA K 174FW
RECKNER, JENNIFERL 109AW
RUBINO, JOHN A 111 107ARW
SILVA,PHILLIPM 105AW
STRAUB, JOSEPHD 174FW
TOTH,RYANR 105AW
WALLACE,MICHAELR 109AW
WATT,BRIANS 109AW
WIGDORSKI,BRIANM 107ARW
AIRMAN

MATHEWSON, BRADLEY A 174FW
SALCE,ALCIDE 106RW
AIRMAN BASIC

BAYLOR, JOHNA 107ARW
GINAVAN, CHARLESP 107ARW
HERNANDEZ,LYDIAEII 107ARW
THUMAN,BRYANM 107ARW

Location: Camp Smith
Dates: IDT June 2 —4, 2006, June 9 — 11, 2006

Small Group Instruction Training
School Code: 1006

Course Number: 131-F13
Class # 002

Location: Camp Smith

Dates: ADT Mar. 6 — 10, 2006

TAC Officer Qualification Course
School Code: 1006

Course Number: 964-TQC

Class # 001

Location: Camp Smith

Dates: ADT Apr. 19 — 23, 2006

Company Level Pre-Command Course

School Code: 1006

CourseNumber: 964-CLPCC

Class # 001

L ocation: Queensbury Hotel, GlensFalls

Dates: IDT Apr. 21 —23, 2006, May 19 —21, 2006

Combat Lifesaver Course

School Code: 1006

CourseNumber: CLC-06

Class # 002

Location: Camp Smith

Dates: IDT Mar. 17 — 19, 2006, Apr. 21 — 23, 2006

Combat Lifesaver Course Recertification

NOTE: Recertification soldiersare only required to attend
thelast day of the Combat Lifesaver Course.

Year: FY06

School Code: 1006

Course Number: 964-CLC (S)

Class# 002

Location: Camp Smith

Dates: IDT Apr. 23, 2006

ealth Care Specialist, EMT Basic — TRANS
irst step in 91W transition

ode: 1006

: 081-91W (EMT-B) (T)

ecticut Street, Buffalo
. 13 —Feb. 3, 2006

en Street, Glens Falls
.02-23,2006 O
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New York's Military Forces
Honor those who Served

By Maj. Kathy M. Sweeney
Guard Times Staff

LATHAM — Theroleof New York’'s
Military Forces Honor Guard israpidly
expanding to meet growing demands, says
Donald Roy, aretired Army Master
Sergeant who took over asMFHG's
Program Director in 2003.

During Roy’ stenurethe honor guard
program has undergone atotal
reorganization with sweeping changes.
From two “Detail” offices servicing al of
New Y ork the program has expanded to
six offices statewide, including their main
office, here. Additionally, the MFHG is
now outfitted with state-of -the-art
computer systemsand cell phones, it has
itsown fleet of 19 government vehicles—
with three more on order, and their budget
has more than doubled in the past year
with their projected budget nearly $2.5
million.

Why such anincreasein equipment,
manning and funding?Because, saysRoy,
our nation’ sveteransare aging. On
average, the United Statesislosing 1,500
veterans per day, and the National Guard
Bureau has predicted a steady risein that
figure until aprojected peak in 2008.

Every veteran with an Honorable

George E. Pataki in 1999, the MFHG has
grown to provide Military Funeral Honors
for more than 500 veterans each month.
Last year' stotal was 6,006 details. This
meansthat on any given day, therewere at
least 50 Soldierson duty, but that number
can go as high as 80 Soldiers on duty with
thirty-sevenfuneralsin oneday asthe most
details preformed to date.

The scheduleis alwaysfull, says Roy
who admitted that, currently, thereare not
enough trained Honor Guard Soldiersto
perform full military honorsand provide
honorsfor regular veterans. But the Acting
Adjutant General, Brig. Gen. F David
Sheppard, recently approved an
additional full-time detail, consisting of 30
Soldiers, to keep up with increasing
demands. For this new detail each Honor
Guard Soldier isissued adress blue
uniform and the equipment needed to
perform full military honors. All Honor
Guard details are equipped with
ceremonial buglesfor TAPS.

For moreinformation on New York’s
Military Forces Honor Guard or to join a
detail, email Mr. Donald Roy:
donald.roy@ny.ngb.army.mil, or call (518)
786-4906. [

Why Join, Volunteer for the
Military Forces Honor Guard?

Beyond having the satisfaction of honoring those who came before us and
the gratitude of family members, you'll have the opportunity to earn
retirement points and drill pay. Retirees are also eligible to be team
members.

Each month, more than 500 deceased veterans receive honors. Thisis one
way of saying "thank you" for their service to our nation.

If you have what it takes and want the privilege, you too may be able to be
a member of the New York Honor Guard. If you are a Soldier or Airman who
takes pride in the military and your appearance, are willing to learn how to
perform these ceremonies and have a Class A uniform— dress uniforms are
provided — and can be available on weekends and some weekdays, call
Don Roy, Director, Military Forces Honor Guard Program at 518-786-4906
or email Donald.Roy@ny.ngb.army.mil.

A New York Military Forces Honor Guard detail. Photos by Sgt. Dennis Gravell.

Dischargeisentitled to military funeral
honorsat no cost to their family. These
honorsinclude the playing of tapsand a
flag folding/presentationto next of kin.
Full military honors, which includethe
addition of military pallbearers, afiring
party and a color-guard detail, are
provided to Medal of Honor veterans and
to veteranswho died on Active Duty.
Sinceits establishment by Governor

Who to Call for \feterans' Honors?

The Military Forces Honor Guard provides New York State Veterans with appropriate honors at burial. They also instruct
veteran service organizations, who assist the military in performing burial ceremonies. Documentation for all veterans’
records of service is required, which includes a Report of Separation form DD-214 for Active Duty and Reserve veterans
and form NGB-22 for National Guard veterans. For all funeral honors, please call one of the following offices:
Army & National Guard Veterans: Albany (518) 274-4711; Buffalo (716) 888-5693; New York City (718) 329-3926
x10; Rochester (585) 783-5356; Syracuse (315) 438-3015. Air Force Veterans: (518) 344-2586. Marine Corps
Veterans: (866) 826-3628. Navy Veterans: (860) 694-3475. Coast Guard Veterans: (617) 223-3485.
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Every veteran with
an Honorable
Discharge is
entitled to military
funeral honors at
no cost to their
family. These
honors include the
playing of taps and
a flag folding and
presentation to
next of kin.

What are the
words to “Taps’?

There are no official lyrics to TAPS. There
are several variations of the lyrics in use
today. The below are some them:
Version 1: “Fading light dims the sight,
And a star gems the sky, gleaming bright.
From afar drawing nigh — Falls the night.
Version 2: “Day is done, gone the
sun,From the lake, from the hills, from the
sky. All is well, safely rest, God is nigh.”
Version 3: “Then good night, peaceful
night, Till the light of the dawn shineth
bright, God is near, do not fear - Friend,
good night.”

Why 12 Folds for the
American Flag?

The first fold of our flag is a symbol of life.

Thesecond fold is a symbol of our beliefin the
eternal life.

The third fold is made in honor and
remembrance ofthe veteran departing our ranks.

Thefourth fold represents our weaker nature,
for as American citizens trusting in God, it is to
Him we turn in times of peace as well as in times
of war for His divine guidance.

The fifth fold is a tribute to our country.

The sixth fold is for where our hearts lie. It is
with our heart that we pledge allegiance to the
flag of the United States of America.

The seventh fold is a tribute to our Armed
Forces, for it is through the Armed Forces that
we protect our country and our flag against all
her enemies.

The eighth fold is a tribute to the one who
entered in to the valley of the shadow of death,
that we might see the light of day, and to honor
mother, for whom it flies on Mother’s Day.

The ninth fold is a tribute to womanhood; for
it has been through their faith, love, loyalty and
devotion that the character of the men and
women who have made this country great have
been molded.

The tenth fold is a tribute to father, for he, too,
has given his sons and daughters for the defense
of our country since they were first born.

The eleventh fold, in the eyes of a Hebrew
citizen, represents the lower portion of the seal
of King David and King Solomon, and glorifies,
in their eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob.

The twelfth fold, in the eyes of a Christian
citizen, represents an emblem of eternity and
glorifies, in their eyes, God the Father, the Son,
and Holy Ghost.

When theflagis completely folded, the stars
are uppermost, reminding us of our national
motto: “In God we Trust".

Sgt. 1st Class Nicholas Lynch presents a folded American flag to the family member of a deceased Army veteran.
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Soldiers, Firefighters memorialized

By 2" Lt. Amy McCracken
Guard Times Staff

EMPIRESTATEPLAZA, Albany — Sergeant
Christian Engeldrum will be remembered for serving his
country both asaNew Y ork City fireman and asa Soldier
inthe New York Army National Guard. Hewas at
Ground Zero with hisfellow firemen of Ladder 61 when
tragedy struck on 9/11. Infact, he can be seen holding a
ladder in a photograph that became asymbol of the
unwavering American spirit there; it was the photo of
firemen hanging the American Flag abovetherubble.

Specialist Wilfredo Urbina also served his nation as
both afireman, and asa Soldier inthe NY ARNG.
Urbina, afireman for the Baldwin Fire Department, was
truly excited to be serving in the war as an infantryman,
his fellow Soldiers said.

Tragicaly, it was while serving their country in Iraq as
Soldiersof A-Company, 1% Battalion, 69" Infantry
Regiment, when they werekilled in action on Nov. 29,
2004.

Engeldrum and Urbinawere two out of 10 firefighters
honored Oct. 10 during the Eighth Annual Fallen
FirefightersMemoria Ceremony in Albany. The
ceremony, which occursduring New York’sFire
Prevention Week, recognizes the courage and sacrifices
of thoselost in the line of duty and of al members of the
fire service, “who perform heroic acts every day,”
Governor George E. Pataki said.

Their names were added to the New Y ork State Fallen
Firefighters Memorial wall, here, now inscribed with
2,293 names dating back to 1811.

Governor Pataki dedicated the memorial in 1998. Its 54-
foot by 15-foot gray granite wall stands on the northeast
side of the Empire State Plaza. In front of thewall stands
a10-foot high dark bronze sculpture of two firefighters
rescuing an injured colleague.

Thisyear’ sofficial ceremony opened with the posting of
the Colorsby the Albany County Fire Department Honor
Guard and the New Y ork City Fire Department Emerald
Society Pipeand Drum. FDNY Firefighter Andrew T.
Wittman, 111, sang the National Anthem. Followinga

prayer and tributes by Governor Pataki and other
dignitaries, the names of thefallen firefighterswere read,
and bellswererung in their memory. Governor Pataki
and representatives of major fire organizationsthen
placed wreaths at the base of the memorial asthe
“Firefighters’ Creed” — asong written to specifically
honor the memorialized — was sung. After amoment of
silence and a benediction, members of the West Albany
Fire Department performed “Taps”. A fly-over by the
New Y ork State Police Aviation Unit followed, and the
ceremony concluded with theretiring of the colorsand
thesinging of “ AmericatheBeautiful”.

Asfirefighters and as citizen soldiersin the New Y ork
National Guard, Sergeant Engeldrum and Sergeant Urbina
embodied the spirit that makes our nation great, Governor
Pataki said. O

SENJAMIN FARCELL

T L LA DRISCOLL
CHRISTIAN P. ENGELDRLIM
CHRISTOPHER J. PICKFORT

AME S I TR P MY
J.'ﬂi."'rl:& -'.. r- fd':':‘_:"_':"--sﬂ.ﬂ..
WILFREDO F. URBINA
CAMES B, STABYEY

b
OB GALLAGHE"

Governor George E. Pataki, State Firefighters, Soldiers and others honor fallen firefighters at the Eighth Annual Fallen Firefighters Memorial
Ceremony, Empire State Plaza, Albany. Photo courtesy of the Governor's Office.

AboutGuard Times

The Guard Times is published bimonthly using
federal funds authorized under provisions of AR
360-1 and AFI 35-101 by the New York State
Division of Military and Naval Affairs and the New
York Army and Air National Guard Public Affairs
Office. Views which appearinthis publication are
not necessarily those of the Department of
Defense, the Army, the Air Force or the National
Guard Bureau.

The Guard Times has a circulation of 25,000
and is distributed free to members of the New
York State Militia Force and employees of the
Division of Military and Naval Affairs.

Governor George E. Pataki, Commander in Chief
Brig. Gen. F David Sheppard, Acting AdjutantGeneral
Kent Kisselbrack, Director of Public Affairs

Lt. Col. Paul A. Fanning, NYARNG , Editor

Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith, NYANG, Assistant Editor

Articles, photos and letters are welcome. Please
provide article submissions on a computer disk
with a hard print out and a name and telephone
number for a point of contact. We prefer stories
saved in Microsoft Word or ASCII text.
Submission deadlines are February 15, April 15,
June 15, August 15, October 15 and December
15. Send submissions to:

Guard Times
DMNA-MNPA
3300Id Niskayuna Road
Latham, New York 12110-2224
(518) 786-4581 FAX (518) 786-4649
or
michael.smith@ny.ngb.army.mil

Guard Times Address Changes
Changed your address recently?
Isthe Guard Times still coming to an old address?
If so, it may be time to check with your unit
administrator. Chances are, the old address is
still listed at the unit.

Computerized shipping labels are produced for
Guard Times at state headquarters from the
electronicdatabase. Thisinformationis updated
through periodic submissions from the field. The
unit, SIDPERS, the Personnel Services Branch
and military pay all need to have a document
supplied by the soldier to change the home
address.

Before writing us at the Guard Times about your
address change, start with your unit. It takes
about two months before the change hits the
system, but, guess what! The Guard Times
comes out every two months. So if you have
verified the unit has the correct information and
the Guard Times still came to the old address, be
patient. The nextissue should come to the new
address.

Reminder. It is the Soldier's responsibility to
submit address changes in a prompt manner.

Complimentary or Back Issues
Complimentary or back issues of the Guard
Times are available. Contact us at the address
above.




